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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, October 22, 1976 





Presidential Medal of Freedom for 
Martha Graham 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Medal to 
Miss Graham at a Dinner at the White House, With 
Miss Graham’s Response. October 14, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Martha and distinguished guests: 

It’s wonderful to have you here tonight. And let me 
say at the outset, I apologize for being a little late. I had 
a friendly engagement with some of my friends from the 
press here. [Laughter] 

But it’s nice to have you here. And particularly in this 
Bicentennial Year, I think each of us has celebrated the 
spirit and the vitality of the United States. And the per- 
son we are honoring tonight, Martha Graham, has been 
doing that for as long as most of us can remember. 

When Martha Graham began her career in modern 
dance—and I have become a better authority on it since 
I married Betty—{laughter|—she has not only raised 
people’s eyebrows but she has raised sights. A true pioneer, 
she continually broke new ground and challenged old 
assumptions. 

Her innovations were so original that one startled tra- 
ditionalist was reported to have said, “How long do you 
intend, Martha, to keep this up?” I think today America 
is very thankful that she is still keeping it up, and we con- 
gratulate her. 7 

Martha Graham has not only expanded the horizons 
of modern dance but she also moved inward to convey 
the deepest types of emotion. In doing so, she created 
what one critic labeled, and I quote, “an original way 
of communication.” Long before the phrase “body lan- 
guage,” Martha, entered our vocabulary, Martha 
Graham was using the human form to express human 
feelings. 


Martha Graham’s name, we all recognize, has become 
synonymous with modern dance. In addition to her work 
as a performer and a choreographer, she has provided 
inspiration and counseling to generations of young people, 
including Miss Betty Bloomer of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
[Laughter] 

Her pupils learn that self-discipline is not an obstacle 
to creativity but a vehicle; that hard work does not 
distract from inspiration, but rather allows it to reach its 
fullest dimension. And most of all, they learn to meet a 
situation with courage and complete honesty. 

Over the years as a great dancer, Martha Graham 
has received many, many awards. Tonight, she receives 
an award as a truly great American. Her visits abroad 
have given the word real meaning—“ambassador.” She 
has shown very clearly to all the world what is possible 
when personal genius is allowed to flourish under artistic 
and political freedom. 


In America, the arts have blossomed, and we are justly 
proud of the great strides that we have made. Last year 
in the arena of dance alone there were more than four 
times as many professional dance companies as there were 
in 1965. 

But the continued survival and the continued growth 
of the arts in America requires more than just the genius 
of the artist. It also requires the foresight, the generosity of 
both public and private sectors in order to have adequate 


support. 

Tonight, I take pleasure in announcing that I intend 
to seek full funding for the Cultural Challenge Grant pro- 
gram over the next 3 years. This will provide $12 million 
in new Federal moneys for the arts next year and approx- 
imately $50 million over the next 3 years. Because these 
grants will be made on the basis of one Federal dollar for 
every three raised from other sources, it can serve to gener- 
ate $200 million in new support for the arts. 

Many, many people in this audience tonight were in- 
strumental in providing the financial support that enabled 
Martha Graham’s dance troupe to inspire America and 
truly to inspire the world. Let me assure you that we in 
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the Federal Government are going to do our part, Martha, 
to encourage the Martha Grahams of the future. 

Tonight, however, there is only one Martha Graham, 
and all of America is very, very proud of her. And now, 
Martha, would you please join me here. 

Martha, it gives me a great deal of pleasure to present 
to you one of our Nation’s highest honors, the Medal of 
Freedom. And let me read, if I might, the citation before 
I actually put the sash in the appropriate place. The 
citation reads as follows: 

[At this point, the President read the citation, the text of which 
follows:] 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 
Awarps THIS 
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM 
Witx DistincTION 


TO 
MarTHA GRAHAM 


Dancer, teacher, and choreographer, Martha Graham has capti- 
vated the world with her magic and has left a legacy of imagination 
with all who have witnessed her talent. Her energy, creativity and 
daring have opened new doors of expression in dance. Her followers 
and friends adore her, and her country, the United States of Amer- 
ica, is proud to proclaim her a brilliant star and a National treasure. 

Martha and I, as well as Betty, decided that we wouldn’t 
try to pin this medal on her tonight, but we did think you 
might like to see it, and it will be hers. And we are hon- 
ored that you’re here, and it’s a great tribute to you. And 
all Americans are deeply grateful for your many, many 
contributions, Martha. 


Miss GraHaM. Mr. President and my dear, very dear 
Betty, this is an overwhelming moment, and there is very 
little to say even if you have an Irish tongue that my 
grandmother said was hung in the middle. [Laughter] 

It’s a little difficult for me to talk on such an occasion, 
but America has stood with me. I did not leave, I did not 
go to any country until I felt I had something to say from 
here, and there is one woman here tonight who gave me my 
first chance. She signed a co-note. She was a co-maker on 
a bank, the National City Bank. Her name is Frances 
Steloff. 

I had to have two co-makers, and then I paid it off. 
And it was $1,000, and it was a tremendous amount of 
money. And then, about 2 years later, I had only one co- 
maker. Then I didn’t have to have any. And then, finally, 
when I didn’t borrow any more, they came and asked me 
why I didn’t borrow. [Laughter] 

But when the President said this lady had said “How 
long will you keep this up, Martha” —it is dreadful, dread- 
ful. She had seen me in Denishawn during the floating 
period. And I am deeply grateful to that period, but time 


does not stand still. She said this to me. I said, “I will keep 
it up as long as I have an audience.” 

I am dependent on those people to support me, and 
I can only say that they have, individually and my Gov- 
ernment. And I am so happy about your news tonight and 
your endowment of the arts, because there is a saying in 
Asia, “They had no poet so they died.” In other words, 
the city, the country had no one to sing or to dance their 
imagination and their dreams and their faith, so they dis- 
appeared from the memory of man. 

And I like to feel that those of us who are dancers have 
contributed toward a singing voice that will go on for a 
long time, and this is the first wonderful big step, and I 
thank you. 

THE PresIpENT. May I offer a toast on behalf of Betty 
and myself to our superstar and a person that truly de- 
serves the Medal of Freedom. Martha Graham. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:13 p.m. in the State Dining 
Room. 


1980 Winter Olympics 


The President’s Letter to Lord Michael Killanin, 
President of the International Olympic Committee. 
October 15, 1976 


Dear Lord Killanin: 

The Olympic Games are a major symbol of interna- 
tional goodwill and universal hopes for world peace. 
Throughout their modern history, however, the Olympics 
have been periodically threatened by narrow political in- 
terests. Recent events portend another era of peril for the 
Olympic movement. 

I assure you that the United States does not condone 
this abuse of the Olympic ideal. In a recent ceremony 
with American athletes who participated in the Summer 
Games, I pledged that every team recognized by the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee will be welcomed at 
Lake Placid in 1980. I repeat that pledge to you. 

I would hope that the IOC will continue to urge all 
nations to refrain from political interference in the Games. 

Sincerely, 
Geratp R. Forp 
[Lord Michael Killanin, President, International Olympic Commit- 
tee, Hotel Princess Sofia, Place Pio #12, Barcelona, Spain] 


NoTE: The text of the letter was made available by the White House 
Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press 
release. 
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Veterans’ Education and Employment 
Assistance Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 969 Into Law. 
October 15, 1976 


I am signing into law today S. 969, the Veterans’ Edu- 
cation and Employment Assistance Act of 1976. This bill 
marks a new era in our Nation’s programs of education 
assistance for veterans. 

S. 969 brings to an end the GI bill program enacted a 
decade ago for post-Korean and Vietnam-era veterans as 
were GI bill education programs for World War II and 
Korean veterans at the termination of those conflicts. ‘This 
legislation makes an equitable distinction between those 
who have been required to perform military service and 
those who in the future choose to serve in the All-Volunteer 
Armed Forces. The termination of the existing GI bill 
program will not affect the eligibility of Vietnam veterans 
already discharged or those presently serving in the Armed 
Forces. 

Effective January 1, 1977, individuals entering the 
Armed Forces will be eligible to participate in a new con- 
tributory program under which the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion will make matching contributions for those veterans 
who wish to pursue educational programs. 

S. 969 also provides for an 8 percent increase in GI bill 
benefits, effective October 1, 1976, and contains a number 
of provisions that will aid the Veterans ’Administration in 
improving the administration of its education programs 
and eliminating abuses. 

S. 969 purports to provide a mechanism for possible ex- 
tension of the new contributory education program be- 
yond the authorized period of 5 years. This would require 
affirmative action by the President in recommending an 
extension subject to a “one-house veto” provision. As I 
have stated on previous occasions and reiterate again, pro- 
visions for review of executive actions by resolutions of one 
House are unconstitutional. In the context of the instant 
legislation, this provision, a nullity, is severable from the 
balance of the bill. 

NOTE: As enacted, the Veterans’ Education and Employment As- 
sistance Act of 1976 (S. 969) is Public Law 94-502, approved 


October 15, 1976. 
The statement was released in Ames, Iowa. 


Ames, Iowa 


The President’s Remarks at Iowa State University. 
October 15, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Bob Ray, Dr. Parks, 
Mrs. Peterson, Jill Wagner, Congressman Grassley, 


Mayor Fellinger, Ken Fuller, students, faculty, and 
guests: ‘ 

It’s great to be in Ohio—Iowa State. [Laughter] You 
know we Michiganders have Ohio State on our mind. But 
it is great to be at Iowa State University. This university 
has a long, long tradition of excellence in agricultural ed- 
ucation, training, and research, and you have a pretty 
good football team, too. You score a lot of touchdowns. I 
congratulate you. But we are going to score a lot of touch- 
downs for the United States of America in the next 4 
years, also. 


Just 3 days ago, the Department of Agriculture re- 
leased its October forecast predicting the second largest 
wheat crop and the largest corn crop in American history. 
This new record will be achieved in spite of serious drought 
conditions in many areas of this great country. 


I am delighted to be in the heart of America to see 
some of that bumper crop being harvested this afternoon. 
We are all proud of you wherever we come from in the 
United States of America. This record corn crop is a 
graphic illustration of an overriding nonpolitical fact that 
transcends all the noise, the rhetoric of this election year. 
America is blessed with farmlands and farm know-how 
unequaled anyplace on this Earth. The corn belt and the 
other great growing areas of our bountiful country are re- 
newable, nondepleting assets worth far more than all 
the diamonds in Africa, all the oil of the Middle East, and 
all the gold in Fort Knox. 

Today, a single American farmer can feed 56 people. 
No other nation comes close to that record. The Soviet 
Union has one-third of its people engaged in agriculture 
and they frequently fall short of their needs. 


American agriculture has maintained an average of 6- 
percent increase in productivity year after year. No other 
segment of our society, or any other society, has been able 
to do that well. And I congratulate you on behalf of 215 
million Americans. 

You have been so successful because you’ve used your 
own ingenuity, your own inventiveness, your own initia- 
tive to produce the finest and the most abundant food and 
fiber throughout the world. If you are to continue meeting 
the needs of this country and our trading partners 
throughout the world, you must continue to have this kind 
of freedom—freedom from the meddling hand and the 
long arm of an arbitrary, autocratic government. 


What are the results of this policy? Average farm in- 
come over the last 3 years has been higher than ever be- 
fore in the history of America. For the farmer in Iowa, 
total net income on the average has risen from about 
$6,900 in 1965 to about $14,800 in 1975. You no longer 
have heavy Government-held surpluses hanging over the 
market depressing your prices, costing the taxpayers $1 
billion a year—or $3 million a day—in storage and 
handling fees. 
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Instead of storing grain in Government bins, we are 
selling it in a free market in record volume. Farm exports 
hit a record of $22 billion in the last fiscal year, our sixth 
straight year of record farm exports. And I am glad to 
say that exports are expected to be about $22 billion again 
in this fiscal year. 

We will export nearly 3 billion bushels of wheat and 
feed grains in this marketing year, an all-time record. We 
did it without any Government board selling your exports, 
as some countries do. And under a Ford administration, 
we will never have that kind of arbitrary action—a Gov- 
ernment board selling your hard work, hard-earned prod- 
ucts from your farms. We did it without any international 
reserve where this country could be outvoted 100 to 1. 

We have worked out a long-term agreement, as all of 
you know, with the Soviet Union, which commits them 
to buy at least 6 million metric tons of grain every year 
for the next 5 years. In dollars and cents, that’s at least 
$1 billion worth of grain sales every 12 months. This agree- 
ment gives us a stable, long-term foreign market. It assures 
us of a more consistent flow of payments from abroad. 
It assures the American farmer that the Soviet Union 
will be a steady customer whether they have good crops 
or bad. 

In the past, Soviet grain purchases have been erratic, 
secretive, unpredictable, causing prices to fluctuate widely, 
leaving the American farmer on the short end. The Soviets 
have already bought over 61/2 million metric tons of wheat 
and corn for the first year of this agreement. To date, we 
have sold the Soviet Union more than 8 million metric tons 
of grain and soybeans from this year’s crop. By this ar- 
rangement, the private marketing system has not only been 
preserved but it has been strengthened. 

We are moving in the right direction toward greater 
prosperity for the American farmer, and we will keep mov- 
ing in that direction in the next 4 years. These good sales, 
good prospects, are the fruits of free trade. They are also 
the benefits of peace and aggressive, successful negotia- 
tions. They are the just rewards of the Iowa farmers’ hard 
work, and we appreciate it. 


In Kansas City last August, I said that we would never 
use the bounty of America’s farmers as a pawn in interna- 
tional diplomacy. Today, I repeat that statement. I also 
said in Kansas City there will be no embargoes, and re- 
peat that statement here in Ames today. 

There is a fundamental difference between Mr. Carter 
and me on that question. In an interview published on 
August 8, 1976, Mr. Carter was asked, would you favor 
using our economic leverage to get the Russians to cease 
and desist from aggressive actions? Mr. Carter replied, 
“Yes, I would.” In our second debate, he told 90 million 
Americans that a new Arab oil embargo would amount to 
an economic declaration of war and that he would in- 
stantly respond with a total embargo against the offend- 


ing country, shipping them nothing, including food. Those 
are the things he said about his plans for your products in 
the future. 

But more important is what Mr. Carter didn’t say. 
When he made his acceptance speech at the Democratic 
Convention in New York City there was no mention of 
farm policy, not once in 40 minutes. At the Republican 
Convention, I said, “We will carry out a farm policy that 
assures a fair market price for the farmer, encourages full 
production, leads to record exports and eases the hunger 
within the human family.” I think you like my comments 
better than his. That is a pledge that I was proud to make, 
a pledge that I will proudly carry out for the next 4 years. 

Despite the good overall record I mentioned earlier, 
some farmers—yes, too many—are having a hard time of 
it right now. Cattle prices are way too low. Wheat prices 
are too low. The weather has not been a very good friend 
to a lot of farmers in Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, Min- 
nesota, and other parts of our great country. I’ve already 
done something about the cattle situation. I tried earlier 
this year to halt the importation of foreign beef through 
a free trade zone in Puerto Rico. Diplomatic, adminis- 
trative, and legal roadblocks prevented us from carrying 
out what I wanted to do to help the cattle producer. I 
then went to the Congress, which failed to act on my re- 
quest to curb these imports. 

Therefore, last week in Dallas, Texas, I signed a Presi- 
dential proclamation to limit beef imports and thereby 
help the American beef industry. I have repeatedly said 
that I would not under any circumstances permit the 
United States to become a dumping grounds for foreign 
beef. 

I’ve already done something about Government loan 
rates for grains. On Wednesday, I ordered an increase in 
the Government loan rates for wheat from $1.50 to $2.25 
a bushel; for corn, from $1.25 to $1.50. These adjust- 
ments, as you know far better than I, will permit the 
bumper crops to be marketed in a much more orderly 
way, and will help farmers to properly finance next year’s 
plantings. 

And I’ve also done something about the great tradi- 
tion of the American family farm. Earlier this year I 
called upon the Congress to increase the Federal estate 
tax exemption. I fought hard for it and was proud to sign 
it into law a few days ago. This increases the estate tax 
exemption from $60,000 to the equivalent of $175,000. 
This new law also permits estate tax payments on family 
farms to be stretched out over an extended period. These 
tax reforms will go a long, long way to help save the 
family farm from the Federal tax collector. 

But I must add one other comment: Congress failed 
to go along with my proposal to permit tax exempt trans- 
fers from spouse to spouse, but next year I am going to 
put the pressure on the Congress and will keep it there 
until they do something about this situation. 
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I am also trying to do something about the drought. 
{Laughter] I’ve just signed legislation authorizing the 
establishment for the first time in American history of a 
national policy to develop new methods of combating 
the crippling drought conditions that have cut farm pro- 
duction far too frequently. Under this new program, the 
Commerce Department will conduct research and de- 
velop means of modifying the effects of severe weather 
changes to protect the farmer. 

This new program, with some extra funding, is in addi- 
tion to the increases that I approved for other agriculture 
research and development in this year’s budget at a time 
when we were faced with serious financial problems in the 
Federal Government, at a time when I kept the lid on, 
or actually cut back a number of Federal programs. But 
agricultural research has produced wonders for America 
and the world, and we must continue making sound in- 
vestment in research and development in agriculture in 
the future for us and those around the world. 

Those are some of the things that our Government can 
and should do to help you. The Government should never 
try to dictate how farmers should farm. I have faith in the 
ability of America’s farmers to make their own decisions, 
to determine what and how much they will plant. As 
long as I am your President, agriculture will have an 
understanding friend in the White House in the Nation’s 
Capital. 

Of course, Mr. Carter says he is a farmer’s friend, too. 
But what kind of a friend is he? Mr. Carter wants to go 
back to the old discredited Government meddling in the 
farmer’s affairs. He wants to build up a stockpile of farm 
surpluses once again. He has proposed a stockpile of 25 
million metric tons of grain with half of it to be held in 
Government bins. 

His underlying philosophy of Government interference 
won’t change. His philosophy is best exemplified by the 
Humphrey-Hawkins bill, embraced by Mr. Carter, which 
envisions export controls and licensing unprecedented in 
peacetime economy. 

Mr. Carter does have a strange way of changing his 
accent as he moves about this great country. [Laughter] 
In California, he tries to sound like Cesar Chavez. In 
Chicago, he sounds like Mayor Daley. In New York, he 
sounds like Ralph Nader. In Washington, D.C., he sounds 
like George Meany. Then Mr. Carter comes to the farm 
belt. He becomes a little old peanut farmer. [Laughter] 

The President has to take the same position wherever 
he goes, and that’s the kind of a President I’ve been and 
will continue to be for the next 4 years. 


When the Agricultural Department was created by 
Abraham Lincoln in 1862, its motto was “Agriculture is 


the foundation of manufacturing and commerce.” It was 
true then; it is true today. The farmer is the mainspring 
of the American economy. U.S. farm exports have pro- 
vided the foundation for our economic recovery, which is 
now underway. It has taken mankind countless centuries 
to reach a worldwide population of 4 billion, but just 35 
years from now there will probably be 4 billion more 
people living on this Earth. 

We initiated a World Food Conference in Rome in 
1974, and one of our delegates at that time was Senator 
Bob Dole, who will be the next Vice President of the 
United States. At that Conference, experts concluded that 
the United States, Canada, and Australia combined, the 
three biggest food-exporting countries in the world, could 
not hope to meet the food demands of the world if the 
population doubled in that short a time. Yet we must. 
The American farmer can do anything he sets out to do 
if the Government will just leave him alone. 

The Ford administration and the American farmer 
share the same ideals, the same confident approach to 
the future, the same belief in our land, and the same con- 
cern for the undernourished and starving millions through- 
out the world. You and I together stand for hard, pro- 
ductive work, for honesty, straight talk, and basic moral- 
ity. You and I together stand for lean, responsive, fiscally 
sound government. And you and I together, working for 
the next 4 years, can make this great country better and 
better and better. Let’s do it. 

We believe in a minimum of bureaucratic control over 
farming. We believe in agricultural policies geared to a 
free market economy. We believe that the farmer himself 
should decide how to use his land, his capital, and his 
labor for a profit. 

We don’t believe that profit should be capriciously 
taxed away from him or his family. The choice is clear. 
Government is already too large, too powerful, too costly, 
and too deeply involved in the lives of every American. 
Mr. Carter cannot carry out his promises without bigger 
bureaucracies and higher taxes. 

I want a new generation of freedom in America, free- 
dom for all of us to do what we want to do and what we 
ought to do. The kind of an America you want and I want 
is an abundant America, one of record farm income, 
record crops, record exports, and record acreage back into 
production, and freedom for the farmer to make his own 
decisions and to reap the rewards of his hard labor. 

I have come here today to ask for your support and 
for your vote on November 2. You know where I stand. I 
will not let you down. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. outside of Fisher Theatre 
on the campus of Iowa State University. 
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Legislation Extending the Emergency 
Livestock Credit Act 


The President’s Remarks at lowa State University Upon 
Signing H.R. 15059 Into Law. October 15, 1976 


Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am glad to be in the Iowa version of the Rose Garden. 
[Laughter] I don’t think they can say we are hiding out 
in the Rose Garden in Washington, D.C., because we are 
in the beautiful new complex of the Iowa State School 
of Veterinary Medicine, and it is a pleasure and a privilege 
to be here. 

But it’s also a great pleasure and a privilege to be able 
to sign this legislation which extends the Emergency Live- 
stock Credit Act through September 30, 1978. 

American agriculture and our livestock industry in par- 
ticular is the envy of the world. We all want to keep this 
industry strong so that our farmers and ranchers can con- 
tinue to provide the food that America needs. 

This legislation provides a useful and necessary pro- 
gram to ensure that the livestock industry can obtain the 
credit it needs in order to return to a healthy and a stable 
position. 

This action and other actions I have recently taken, 
such as signing the much needed packer bonding legis- 
lation and the imposition of quotas on meat imports, will 
help to strengthen the American livestock industry. I con- 
sider it critically important that we continue to provide 
the relief to the livestock industry while it is experiencing 
the current economic adversities. 

The bill, which I will sign very shortly, will assist live- 
stock producers, provide stability in the marketplace, and 
help to ensure an adequate supply of meat for the Ameri- 
can consumer at reasonable prices. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. at the Iowa State Univer- 
sity College of Veterinary Medicine in Ames, Iowa. 


As enacted, the bill (H.R. 15059) is Public Law 94-517, ap- 
proved October 15, 1976. 


Joliet, Illinois 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and Vice- 
Presidential Candidate Senator Robert Dole in a 
Telephone Conversation Following the Vice-Presidential 
Campaign Debate. October 15, 1976 


THE PRESIDENT. Bob? 
SENATOR Do te. Yes, Mr. President. 
Tue Preswent. You did great. And Betty and I, on 


our anniversary, are very, very grateful for the anniver- 
sary present, because your performance was superb. And 
we are all applauding and very, very proud of your 
accomplishments. 

SENATOR Do gE. I am very proud of you, Mr. President, 
and I hope I did a good job. I had a bad cold, but I guess 
my voice held out long enough. 

THE PresipENT. You were confident. You hit hard 
but hit fairly. And you differentiated the issues, I think, 
very effectively between their platform and ours, between 
our promises and theirs, where we have consistently said 
that taxes ought to be reduced, and they have, as we all 
know, played both sides of the street. You have done a 
fine job in showing that they are the big spenders, and 
we are the ones that think we should spend responsibly 
and effectively. 

And I think the most telling point you made—there was 
no answer by Senator Mondale—we are at peace, and our 
foreign policy has achieved it and will maintain it. And 
the comment you made to the effect that not a single 
American is fighting or dying on foreign soil tonight ought 
to give great reassurance to the American people that our 
policy of peace through strength is the highest policy of 
morality in foreign policy. 

SENATOR Do te. Mr. President, I meant that, and I 
tried to say it as best I could. And I think a great deal of 
that credit goes to you. We are at peace for the first time 
in a long time. We are having the election at peace. And 
I think it means a great deal to Americans, mothers and 
fathers and young people, and it is due to your leadership, 
Mr. President. 

I wish I had thought of some of the other things you 
mentioned, but you always think of things——[laughter] 

THE PresIpENT. Let me say, Bob, you thought of a 
lot of very effective points. And you have some great 
friends here from the State of Illinois—we are in Joliet— 
Chuck Percy, Bob Michel 

Senator Do te. I can hear Chuck laughing. Hi, Chuck, 
how are you doing? 

THE PresmvENT. John Anderson is here, and you have 
the Illinois delegation standing tall and strong with you, 
and we are all very proud. And the best to Elizabeth. 

Senator Dore. I have Governor Connally—he is 
standing upstairs talking to Fred. And Mrs. Connally and 
Elizabeth went upstairs to proclaim victory. 

Tue Preswent. I think you did. 

Senator Doe. If they didn’t do it, I was going to do 
it. [Laughter] Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
Goodby. 


THE PresweNT. You were great, Bob. Goodby. 





NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 p.m. from the Sheraton Joliet 
Inn to Senator Dole, who was in the stage manager’s office at the 
Alley Theater in Houston, Tex. 
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Illinois Whistlestop Tour 


The President’s Remarks During His Train Trip From 
Joliet to Alton. October 16, 1976 


(1.] Jotmet (9:11 a.m.) 


Thank you very, very much, George. Senator Chuck 
Percy, your next Governor, Jim Thompson, other dis- 
tinguished Members of the House, and some wonderful 
guests who are going to be traveling with us through the 
heartland of Illinois: 

Let me say Betty and I are deeply grateful for the warm 
welcome we had last night and the wonderful welcome 
here today. Our anniversary was a success because of all 
of you. Thank you. 

As George said, Abraham Lincoln was here in Joliet a 
few years ago. I think it’s significant that Abraham Lin- 
coln, when he was in Joliet, made his famous speech that 
a house divided against itself cannot succeed. Jimmy Car- 
ter wants to divide America. President Ford wants to heal 
America, and that’s where we are going. 

Betty and I are here and starting this wonderful trip 
through Illinois because we want your help and we want 
your vote. We’ve restored trust to the White House. We’ve 
turned the economy around, and we have peace. And not 
a single young American is fighting or dying on foreign 
soil today, and that’s progress. And we want your help. 

As I listen and I read about Jimmy Carter, I can’t 
help but come to the conclusion—and I think you will, 
too—that Jimmy Carter will say anything, anywhere to 
be President of the United States. When he is in Cali- 
fornia he sounds like Cesar Chavez. When he is in Chi- 
cago he sounds like Mayor Daley. When he is in New 
York he sounds like Ralph Nader. When he is in Wash- 
ington, D.C. he sounds like my good friend George 
Meany. He wanders, he wavers, he waffles, and he wiggles. 
He isn’t the man you want for President of the United 
States. 

Let’s talk very quickly about three subjects: Taxes— 
President Ford believes that the best tax reform is tax 
reduction, and Jerry Ford recommended we are going to 
get eventually an increase in the personal exemption from 
$750 to $1,000. That is a real, meaningful, important 
tax reduction, and that is what we stand for. 

What does Jimmy Carter want to do with your taxes? 
Jimmy Carter says he will increase taxes for all people 
with a median income and on up, which means that any- 
body who is earning $14,000 a year or more is going to 
have his taxes increased under Jimmy Carter. Do you 
want that? 

Jimmy Carter says he is going to increase Federal spend- 
ing. He has embraced the Democratic budget and the 
Democratic platform, which will call for tax increases or 
spending increases of $100 billion a year. 


Then he says he is going to reorganize the Federal Gov- 
ernment. What did he do in Georgia? He was Governor 
for 4 years. He increased the number of State employees 
by over 25 percent. He increased spending by over 50 
percent. He increased the bonded indebtedness of Georgia 
by over $200 million. Could you trust him to reorganize 
our Federal Government? 

But let’s talk about defense. Jimmy Carter, on two 
occasions, said he would cut the defense budget by $15 
billion. And then he had the gall to tell the American 
people, 90 million of them, last week that he never said it. 
Can you trust him? Jimmy Carter says he is going to cut 
defense spending, and then he says America can’t be weak 
any more, He can’t have it both ways. 

There was a great, great President a few years ago 
named Teddy Roosevelt. Teddy Roosevelt once said, 
“Speak softly and carry a big stick.” Jimmy Carter wants 
to speak loudly and carry a flyswatter. 

Jimmy Carter has said America is not respected any 
more. I said that was slandering the United States and 
215 million Americans. What is the truth? 

Let me very quickly just quote from some of the dis- 
tinguished leaders around the world and what they say 
about the United States. The Prime Minister of Ireland 
said, “It isn’t”—he said, “The ties that were forged be- 
tween us are today stronger and firmer than ever.” 

President Giscard of France said, and I quote, “I do 
not think there has ever been a time when contacts be- 
tween our two Governments have been more frequent, 
consultation more sustained and cooperation more good- 
willed.” 

And then the Chancellor of the Government of West 
Germany said, “At no time during the past 30 years have 
relations between our countries been closer and coopera- 
tion more trustful and direct than today.” 

Jimmy Carter doesn’t know what he is talking about. 
I don’t think you should let him tear down the respect 
and the admiration that people around the world have 
for this great country. We are respected, and when he 
says that we are not respected he is slandering the United 
States of America. 

Well, Betty and I are delighted to be here. We thank 
you for the warm reception. We need your help. We want 
your votes. We are going to carry Illinois and win 
November 2. 

Thank you very much. Have a good day. We love you. 
We will be back. And in the meantime, make darn sure 
you reelect George O’Brien, Jim Thompson, Sam Young, 
and all of the good Republicans in the State of Illinois. 


Thank you. 


[2.] Pontiac (10:40 a.m.) 


Thank you all very, very much. 
It’s great to be in Pontiac, Bill Harris’ home town. Let 
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me introduce some of the very special guests we have on 
“The Honest Abe” special: Senator Chuck Percy; Jim 
Thompson, the next Governor of the State of Illinois; of 
course you know Bill Harris—where is Bill? There he is; 
and then an old favorite of yours of many, many years, 
Les Arends; the next Congressman from this district, 
Tom Cochran; and then a favorite of mine—[{Laugh- 
ter|—-Betty Ford; Ed, how are you? Ed Madigan, a fine, 
fine Congressman. Reelect him, too. 

Betty and I are delighted to be in Pontiac, Livingston 
County. We had a good start in Joliet this morning. I 
couldn’t help but notice that Abe Lincoln made a very 
famous statement in the State of Illinois just a few years 
ago when he said, “A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” Jimmy Carter wants to divide America. President 
Ford wants to heal America, and that’s where we’re 
going. 

Betty and I are here in the great State of Illinois be- 
cause we want your help, we need your vote. With your 
help we are going to carry Illinois on November 2. And 
we hope and trust that we can do it emphatically and 
successfully and win that election for the good of America 
on November 2. 

I can’t help but make the observation that Jimmy 
Carter will say anything, anywhere to be President of the 
United States. When he’s in California, he sounds like 
Cesar Chavez. When he’s in Chicago, he sounds like 
Mayor Daley. When he’s in New York, he sounds like 
Bella Abzug. When he’s in Washington, D.C., he sounds 
like George Meany. And when he comes to Illinois, he 
sounds like just a little old peanut farmer. [Laughter] He 
wavers, he wanders, he wiggles, and he waffles, and he 
shouldn’t be President of the United States. 

Now let me just give you what I think is the reason 
Betty and I can come here and honestly ask you for your 
support. Since I have been President, we have restored 
trust and confidence in the White House. Since I have 
been President, we have turned the economy around, 
and the United States today is on a surge toward the kind 
of prosperity that we expect and will have in the 4 years 
under President Ford. And thirdly, the United States is 
at peace. And I am proud to say that not a single young 
American is fighting or dying on any foreign soil under 
this administration. 

One other very important point—taxes, spending, na- 
tional security. Jerry Ford believes the best tax reform is 
tax reduction, and that’s why I recommended to the Con- 
gress that they increase your personal exemption from 
$750 per person to $1,000. The Congress didn’t do it, but 
we’re going to pressure them to do it in 1977 and we will 
keep on pressuring them until they do do it. Tax reduction 
is the best tax reform. 

Now what does Jimmy Carter want to do about your 
taxes? He had an interview a few weeks ago, and he said 
that he would increase taxes on all taxpayers from medium 


income on up, and that means that 50 percent of the 
taxpayers in the United States will have a tax increase 
under Jimmy Carter. 

So, the issue is clear. President Ford wants to reduce 
the middle-income taxpayers’ obligations to the Federal 
Government. Jimmy Carter says he will increase them. So 
when you go to that ballot box, think about how you can 
get a fair shake in the Federal tax payments that you have 
to make. 

One other point: I think we’ve got to put the lid on 
Federal spending. Jimmy Carter has embraced 60-some 
spending programs that will add $100 billion to $200 bil- 
lion annually to the Federal expenditure. 

Jimmy Carter also says he wants to reorganize the Fed- 
eral Government. Let me point this out: When he was 
Governor of the State of Georgia, 4 years, he increased the 
number of State employees by 25 percent or more; he in- 
creased the spending by the State of Georgia by 50 per- 
cent or more; he increased the bonded indebtedness of the 
State of Georgia by over $200 million. Can you trust 
him with that record to reorganize the Federal Govern- 
ment? I don’t think you can. 

Let me say this: Jimmy Carter, on two occasions, has 
made public statements that he would cut defense spend- 
ing by $15 billion. Of course he denied it, but the facts 
are he did say it. He wants now to cut defense spending 
$7-to-$9 billion, or $5-to-$6 billion. At the same time, he 
says the United States is not strong enough. Now he can’t 
have it both ways. 

And let me remind you of a statement made by a great 
President of the United States—Teddy Roosevelt, who 
once said, “Speak softly and carry a big stick.” With the 
kind of cutbacks in defense spending that Jimmy Carter 
wants to make, Jimmy Carter, in effect, is saying speak 
loudly and carry a flyswatter. [Laughter] 

Jimmy Carter has said that the United States, our 
country, is not respected anymore around the world. 
That’s an inaccurate statement. Every single leader in the 
free world has said that relations between‘ the United 
States and their country is good, never been better. And 
when Jimmy Carter says that your country and my coun- 
try are not respected, Jimmy Carter is slandering 215 mil- 
lion Amcricans and the United States of America, and we 
shouldn’t stand for it and we won't. 

And so I say to you, Betty and I are delighted to be in 
the Land of Lincoln, here in Pontiac, Bill Harris’ home- 
town. 

I urge you to elect Jim Thompson, your next Gover- 
nor. I urge you to elect Bill Harris. I urge you to elect Tom 
Cochran. I urge you to give the support to the kind of rec- 
ord of performance that we have given to you in the last 2 
years. And I say Betty and Jerry won’t let you down dur- 
ing the next 4 years. 


Thank you very much. 
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[3.] BLoomincton (12:10 p.m.) 


Good morning. 

Betty and I are delighted to be in the great State of 
Illinois, in particular in Bloomington and McLean 
County. Thank you very much. 

Let me introduce some good friends of yours, good 
friends of ours. First, your Senator Chuck Percy; then the 
next Governor of the great State of Illinois, Jim Thomp- 
son; and your good friend, an outstanding Congressman, 
Ed Madigan, and then George Lindberg, your State comp- 
troller—reelect him. And then Betty and I are delighted 
to have on this train trip, the old “Honest Abe” special— 
we have Les Arends, who served you so well. We’re de- 
lighted to have him—Les. 

Let me say a word or two. As I said, Betty and I are so 
delighted to be in Illinois. We’ve had a wonderful morn- 
ing, and now we start a great afternoon. 

Betty and I celebrated our 28th anniversary last night 
up in Joliet, Indiana—Illinois. We are here because we 
feel that in the last 2 years since I’ve been your Presi- 
dent, we have turned things around in this great country. 
We have restored trust, honesty to the White House. We’ve 
turned the economy around from the worst recession in 40 
years to a real program of prosperity for the future in 
America. We've achieved the peace, and we have the 
military capability and the diplomatic skill to keep the 
peace. And I remind you, as I think all Americans recog- 
nize, that not a single young American is fighting or dying 
on any foreign soil tonight or today. 

So this record of trust, prosperity, and peace, I lay 
alongside the record of Jimmy Carter and his promises. 
And Jimmy Carter, it seems to me, as he goes from one 
part of the country to the other, says anything, anywhere, 
to get to be President of the United States. 

When Jimmy Carter is in California, he tries to sound 
like Cesar Chavez. When Jimmy Carter is in Chicago 
he tries to sound like Mayor Daley. When Jimmy Carter 
is in New York he tries to sound like Bella Abzug. And 
when he comes to this great farm land of Illinois he tries 
to sound like just a little, old peanut farmer. [Laughter] 
He wanders, he wavers, he wiggles, and he waffles. I think 
the American people deserve better than that. 

The American people are concerned about taxes. Pres- 
ident Ford believes the best tax reform is a tax reduction. 
President Ford recommended to the Congress that the 
Congress increase your personal exemption from $750 to 
$1,000. The middle-income taxpayer has been short- 
changed, and we’re going to change it. 

Jimmy Carter—he wants to increase Federal taxes for 
all people from medium income on up. That means that 
50 percent of the taxpayers of this country would get a 
tax increase under Jimmy Carter. Do you want that? 

Jimmy Carter wants to spend more Federal money, 
your taxes that you’ve worked hard [for], earned. Jimmy 


Carter embraces the Democratic platform which calls for 
60-some new programs that would add $100 billion mini- 
mum per year to expenditures by the Federal Government. 
Do you want that? 


Jimmy Carter says he is going to reorganize the Fed- 
eral Government. Well, let’s look at his record in Georgia. 
After 4 years in Georgia, he increased State employees by 
over 25 percent, he increased spending in the State of 
Georgia by over 50 percent, and he added $200 million 
to their State indebtedness. With that kind of a. record, 
can you imagine what he would do to your Federal 
Government? 


All I can say is, if you like Jimmy Carter you like to 
pay taxes. I don’t think you want Jimmy Carter as your 
next President of the United States. 


You all recognize that we have the peace. We have a 
strong Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. Jimmy 
Carter wants to cut the Federal budget for the Defense 
Department by $15 billion. I don’t think that’s the way 
to keep America number one. I think that would weaken 
America in our efforts to maintain the peace. 


Jimmy Carter wants to slash the programs that have 
kept the peace for us and will keep it in the future. With 
that kind of a reduction of spending for the Army, the 
Navy, the Air Force, and Marines— it reminds me of a 
statement once made by a great American President, 
Teddy Roosevelt who said, “Speak softly and carry a big 
stick.” Jimmy Carter, with that kind of a reduction for 
our military establishment, is speaking loudly and wants 
to carry a flyswatter. [Laughter] 


Jimmy Carter has said the United States is not re- 
spected anymore. Heads of government from all over the 
world believe that the United States is number one, the 
United States is the leader in the world. When Jimmy 
Carter says that the United States, your country and my 
country, is not respected, he is slandering America, and 
I don’t like it. 


So Betty and I are delighted to be with all of you in 
this great part of the United States. We have worked hard. 
We think we have a record of performance. We are here 
to ask for your help and to ask for your vote on Novem- 
ber 2. Thank you very, very much. 


Let me say, before I have an opportunity to come down 
and shake hands with all you wonderful folks from Illinois, 
that your Senator, Chuck Percy, is going to introduce 
some outstanding citizens from all over the country who 
have come and joined us at Joliet, who are traveling with 
us on this trip from Joliet down south. So, while some of 
us start over here, Chuck is going to introduce them. And 
I thank them for joining Betty and me, indicating their 
support for what we’ve done and what we will do to make 
a better America. We will be down there. 
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[4.] Lincotn (1:29 p.m.) 


Hi, everybody. It’s great to be in Pontiac. I have just 
been corrected—Bloomington and Lincoln. [Laughter] 

Let me say on behalf of Betty that we have had a de- 
lightful day, starting with Joliet, and we’re—great to be 
here. It’s just wonderful to see such a tremendous crowd. 
Ed Madigan, your outstanding Congressman, tells me 
there are more people here than in the community itself. 
Thank you very much. 

Before saying a word or two—Betty and I reiterate our 
appreciation—let me introduce some people who have 
joined us in this trip through the heartland of Illinois. 
First, I’d like to introduce to you the next Governor of 
the State of Illinois, Jim Thompson. Let me add how 
grateful I am that Chuck Percy, your outstanding United 
States Senator, has been with us all day long. Thank you, 
Chuck. 

It would be the best thing for the State of Illinois to 
have George Lindberg, your State comptroller, for the 
next 2 years—4 years. Then it is so wonderful to have the 
opportunity of saying that my association with Ed Mad- 
igan, when I was in the House, and his support for me 
while I’ve been President of the United States, I appre- 
ciate. He’s good for you, he’s good for Illinois, and he’s 
great for the United States. 

Let me take just a minute to let you in on some inside 
information. This morning I got a telegram from Gover- 
nor Carter, who is attempting to clarify his position on a 
number of important issues. Specifically, there seems to 
be some confusion over exactly where Jimmy Carter does 
stand on a number of issues. 


I sent him a telegram indicating that I am delighted to 
help him clarify his position on such important issues as 
income taxes, the deductibility of mortgage interest pay- 
ments, Federal spending programs, and the defense 
budget. The Governor denies that he is for increasing 
taxes on middle-income families. I pointed out to him that 
in an interview with the Associated Press he specifically 
stated that he wanted to increase income taxes on those 
families whose income level is above the medium, which 
is approximately $14,000 per year. 

I am against increasing anybody’s taxes; I think we 
should cut taxes for the American people. The Governor 
denied that he had advocated eliminating the deduction 
for homeowners’ interest payments. I pointed out to the 
Governor in my telegram that last February—last Febru- 
ary, 1976—in a debate sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters, he stated that he would advocate elimi- 
nating the tax deduction for interest paid on home mort- 
gages. President Ford is against the elimination of that 
deduction for homeowners on their mortgage payments. 

Governor Carter denied that his new spending program 
would cost $100 billion annually. I pointed out to him in 


my telegram that the spending programs proposed in the 
Democratic platform that Governor Carter helped to 
write would probably cost close to $200 billion annually. 
Specifically, such proposals as the Humphrey-Hawkins 
bill, the national health insurance proposal, the Perkins 
education bill, a negative income tax, would cost approxi- 
mately $100 billion annually. 

I firmly believe that we should keep a lid on Federal 
spending. The only way to hold down the cost of living 
is to hold down the cost of Government. I would much 
rather give tax cuts to the American people than to think 
up new ways to have the Federal Government spend your 
hard-earned tax dollars. 

Governor Carter, in the telegram to me, stated that he 
had not called for a $15 billion reduction in the defense 
budget. I pointed out in my telegram to him that in 
March of 1975, in Savannah, Georgia, and again in a 
press conference in Los Angeles, California, he called for 
a $15-billion reduction in the defense budget. 

I firmly believe that it’s in our national interest, I 
strongly believe that in order to keep peace throughout 
the world, the United States must remain number one. 
And you can’t stay number one with a $15-billion reduc- 
tion in the defense budget. 

We cannot preserve our independence and provide help 
and assistance for freedom around the world, defend our 
own national interest, unless we are willing to have the 
finest military capability that the American people can 
buy. And under President Ford, we are number one, and 
under President Ford for the next 4 years, we are going 
to stay number one. 

I also suggested to Governor Carter that he might want 
to clarify his position on a number of other issues that 
are of interest to the American people. First, does he 
really believe, as he said in an interview with Liberty 
Magazine, that church property should be taxed? Number 
two, does he agree with his own economic adviser that his 
economic programs would lead to additional inflation? 
Does he really believe that our Nation is not strong 
enough? Does he really believe, as he stated in San Fran- 
cisco, that America is no longer respected? And I closed, 
in my telegram to Governor Carter, by saying that I 
eagerly await his response to these questions, and I look 
forward to our next debate in Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Betty and I have loved the opportunity to be in IIli- 
nois. We are here because we want your help. We are 
here because we want to carry Illinois. We believe with 
the warm and friendly receptions that we have gotten in 
Illinois that we’re going to carry Illinois, and we’re going 
to win on November 2. 

For the last 2 years since I’ve had the honor of being 
President of the United States, we have restored trust—we 
have restored trust in the White House—we have turned 
the economy around, and we are on the way to real pros- 
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perity in America. We have peace, and I am proud to 
say that not a single young American is fighting and dying 
on foreign soil today. That’s a record of performance, and 
I ask you to match that against the promises of Jimmy 
Carter. 

Jimmy Carter—when he goes to California, he tries to 
sound like Cesar Chavez. When Jimmy Carter goes to 
Chicago, he tries to sound like Mayor Daley. When Jimmy 
Carter goes to New York, he tries to sound like Bella 
Abzug. When he comes to Illinois, he tries to sound just 
like a little, old peanut farmer. [Laughter] Jimmy Carter 
wavers and wanders, he wiggles and he waffles. 

Let me say the issues that we face today are taxes. The 
best tax reform I know is tax reduction. As I said in that 
telegram, Jimmy Carter wants to increase taxes for all 
above the medium income, which means that 50 percent 
of the taxpayers of this country will have a tax increase. 

The issue of spending is a very pertinent one because 
that’s your hard-earned tax dollar, Jimmy Carter wants 
to increase spending. President Ford wants to keep a lid 
on Federal spending. 

Jimmy Carter says he wants to reorganize the Federal 
Government. Well, let’s look at how he did it in Georgia. 
In Georgia, after 4 years, he increased the number of 
State employees by 25 percent or more. He increased the 
spending of the State of Georgia by 50 percent or more. 
He increased the indebtedness of the State of Georgia by 
over $200 million. With that kind of a record, do you 
want to trust him to reorganize your Federal Govern- 
ment? 

If you like Jimmy Carter, you like more taxes. I don’t 
think the American people want more taxes. They want 
reduced taxes, and they will get, as they have gotten, 
under President Ford. 

Let me just conclude by saying that Betty and I love 
being here. We love our country, as all of you do. 

When Jimmy Carter says that the United States, our 
country, is not respected anymore, that’s not true, because 
leaders of the free world, the people of the free world do 
respect the United States. And when Jimmy Carter says 
our country is not respected, he is slandering America. 
I don’t like it, and you don’t like it, and he is not going 
to be President for the next 4 years. 

I am going to come down and have the privilege and 
honor of shaking hands with as many of you as I possibly 
can. But while we are doing that, while I am trying to do 
that, we have some very honored and very prominent and 
special guests on board this train who have come from 
faraway places in our country to show their support for 
me. I am going to ask your outstanding United States 
Senator, Chuck Percy, to introduce them to you, and 
then they will come and join me in extending the warm 
hand of friendship to all of you—Chuck. 


[After meeting with members of the community welcoming com- 
mittee and members of the audience, the President departed Lincoln 
Station for the Hotel Lincoln, where he participated in an informal 
luncheon meeting with Illinois newspaper publishers, executive 
editors, and State media executives.] 


[5.] SprIncFIELD (4:03 p.m.) 


Let me introduce a few of my very, very good friends, 
and a special one. We celebrated our 28th anniversary 
last night in the great State of Illinois. I want you to know 
my bride, Betty Ford. 

This is my third visit to Springfield in the time that 
I’ve been President. But before making a few observa- 
tions and comments, let me introduce some people that 
you know, that I know you want to support; first, my good 
friend, your Senator, Chuck Percy. And let me introduce 
to you—I shouldn’t have to—but I want you to know 
that it’s important for this district, for the State of Illinois, 
and for the United States that you reelect your Con- 
gressman, Paul Findley. And can I give you some good, 
sound, friendly advice? I think you ought to elect an out- 
standing candidate who will be a great Governor—Jim 
Thompson. And then I think it would be great if you also 
did the same thing for George Lindberg, as State comp- 
troller. 

As I said at the outset, it’s great to be in Springfield 
and in Illinois. We have had a wonderful day coming 
from Joliet. Betty and I are here because we want your 
help. We think we have a record of performance, a record 
that shows that we have restored confidence and trust in 
the White House. We have turned the economy around 
from the worst recession in the last 40 years. And right 
today, we are on the road and a path toward real prosper- 
ity not only for 1977, but the kind of prosperity that 
will be good for America for a long, long time. And I 
won't be satisfied until every American who wants to 
work has a job. 

But also we have peace, and we have the military capa- 
bility and the diplomatic skill to keep the peace. And I 
am very proud that not a single young American is fight- 
ing or dying on any foreign soil today. That’s a good 
record. 

So in the last 2 years plus, we have restored trust in 
the White House, we are on the road to real prosperity, 
and we have peace. That’s a record of performance. I lay 
that along side of the promises made by Jimmy Carter. 
It seems to me that Jimmy Carter will say anything, any- 
where to get to be President of the United States. When 
Jimmy Carter is in California he sounds like he is trying 
to be Cesar Chavez. When Jimmy Carter is in Chicago 
he tries to sound like Mayor Daley. When Jimmy Carter 
is in New York, he tries to sound like Bella Abzug. But 
when Jimmy Carter comes down to Illinois, downstate, 
Jimmy Carter tries to tell you he is just a little, old peanut 
farmer. [ Laughter] 
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Jimmy Carter—he wanders, he wavers, he wiggles, and 
he waffles. [Laughter] I think you deserve a better candi- 
date for the Presidency than Jimmy Carter, and Jerry 
Ford is the candidate that I want you to support on 
November 2. 

I believe that the best tax reform is tax reduction, and 
Jerry Ford tried to get it for you with an increase in the 
personal exemption from $750 to $1,000. That would be 
good, sound tax relief, tax reduction, for the middle- 
income taxpayer who has been shortchanged by the Demo- 
cratic Congress. Jimmy Carter—he wants to increase 
taxes for the individuals who will go from the median 
income on up. That means that under Jimmy Carter’s 
platform, Jimmy Carter will increase the taxes of 50 per- 
cent of the Federal taxpayers in America. 

Let me tell you, if you like Jimmy Carter, you like 
taxes. I think you prefer Jerry Ford, who wants to reduce 
your middle-income taxes. A big issue, a major difference 
between Jimmy Carter and myself—I think we’ve got 
to keep a lid on Federal spending. I think the Federal 
Government has to pull in its belt and stop spending your 
money as recklessly as we have. 

Jimmy Carter embraces the Democratic platform, 
which calls for 60 new programs that will spend a mini- 
mum of $100 billion more each year. And if you cost 
them all out, it will probably cost you $200 billion more 
a year. I don’t think the American people want that kind 
of spending, which means more inflation and more 
taxes. 

But Jimmy says, well, he’s going to reorganize the Fed- 
eral Government. Jimmy Carter, when he was Governor 
of the State of Georgia, told the people of Georgia the 
same thing. What happened? Well, in 4 years, he in- 
creased the number of State employees by over 25 per- 
cent, he increased the spending by over 50 percent, and 
he added to the bonded indebtedness of Georgia by $200 
million. 

Well, with that kind of record in Georgia, I think it 
would be catastrophic if he tried to do the same thing with 
the Federal Government. I don’t think you want that kind 
of reorganization. I think you want a Federal Govern- 
ment that is responsive and responsible to the American 
people. And under the Ford administration we are going 
to give you that. 

Now Jimmy Carter on two occasions—once in Sa- 
vannah, Georgia and once in Los Angeles—said that the 
Defense Department ought to be cut by $15 billion. He 
denied it, but the facts are that’s what he said. On the 
other hand, Jimmy Carter says America isn’t strong 
enough. Now you can’t cut the defense budget by $15 
billion and keep the United States number one. We are 
number one under President Ford, and we are going to 


keep you number one for the next 4 years under President 
Ford. 


But as we have traveled from Joliet down here to 
Springfield, we’ve gone through the heart of the agricul- 
tural area of this country. And it’s been a great privilege 
and honor for us to see so many people who produce the 
food and the fiber that makes America really run. Five 
percent of the people produce more than enough for us 
to eat and wear and, at the same time, produce enough 
for us to sell overseas. 

Every one of us ought to be thankful that we are blessed 
with the farmers of America who through their hard work 
do that job for us. And I thank each and every one of 
them for making America strong with their efforts. 

A few days ago many of you probably heard Jimmy Car- 
ter say that America is not respected anymore. That isn’t 
true. The leaders of the world, whether they are the lead- 
ers of the free world or the leaders behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, respect the United States of America. And when 
Jimmy Carter says that America isn’t respected, I think 
he is slandering our country, slandering the efforts, the be- 
liefs, the convictions of 215 million Americans. 

Jerry Ford has faith and trust and confidence in the 
American people and in our great country. I am proud of 
America. And with me as President for the next 4 years, 
we will keep America number one. 

Thank you very much. 

And while I go down and shake hands with as many of 
you as I can, I want my good friend, Chuck Percy, to in- 
troduce some very special guests who have come from 
many parts of this country to indicate their support for 
B2tty and for myself. They are great citizens. They believe 
in what we’ve done. And I want you to meet them and 
Chuck will introduce them. In the meantime, I will come 
down and say hello to as many as I possibly can. 

Thank you. 


[6.] Caruinvitte (5:30 p.m.) 


While we are waiting for the news media to come up 
and some of the special guests that have been riding with 
Betty and me on the train all day long, let me say it’s great 
to be in Carlinville. It’s wonderful to be in Illinois. We’ve 
had a great day, and I thank all of you very, very much. 

I like that sign, “Carlinville Welcomes President Ford,” 
and I like that sign there, “The Findley Trailriders like 
President Ford.” 

It’s wonderful to be here in the company with your great 
Senator, Chuck Percy. It’s wonderful to be in the district 
so ably represented by Congressman Paul Findley. Send 
him back for your good, for Illinois’ good, and for the 
good of the United States. And we have had Jim Thomp- 
son with us. Jim Thompson will be a great Governor on 
November 2. Make darned sure you elect him as your 
next Governor of the State of Illinois. 

Now let me make a comment or two. Betty and I have 
had a great day, starting with Joliet, coming here, ending 
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in Alton. We are here in Illinois because Illinois is a very 
important State in this election November 2. We want 
your help. With your help, we can carry Illinois. With 
Illinois we can win the election on November 2, and you 
will have Jerry Ford as your President for the first 4 years 
of our third century. 

In the last 2 years, as your President, we have done 
three things that are good for America. We have restored 
the trust that’s necessary in the White House. The Amer- 
ican people know that we are open, we are candid, we are 
straightforward. The American people know that they can 
trust the White House under President Ford. 

Number two, in the last 18 months, we have turned 
the economy around from the worst recession in the last 
40 years so that we are now on the rise. And I won't be 
satisfied until everybody who wants a job has a job. We 
will get it under our program for prosperity in America. 

Number three, I am proud of the fact that we are 
at peace and that not a single young American is fight- 
ing and dying anyplace on this Earth today. And we are 
going to keep it that way under President Ford. 

I am proud of the fact that I have a record of per- 
formance, and I ask you, as voters, to lay that record of 
performance alongside the promises made by Jimmy Car- 
ter. Jimmy Carter will tell anybody anything, anywhere, 
just to get to be President of the United States. Let me 
illustrate. When Jimmy Carter is in California, he tries to 
sound like Cesar Chavez. When Jimmy Carter is in Chi- 
cago, he tries to sound like Mayor Daley. When Jimmy 
Carter is in New York, he tries to sound like Bella Abzug. 
And when Jimmy Carter comes down to this great farm- 
land in the area of Carlinville, he tries to make you believe 
that he is just a little old peanut farmer from Georgia. 
[Laughter] Jimmy Carter wanders, he wavers, he wig- 
gles, and he waffles. I think the voters of Illinois will take 
my record of performance over Jimmy Carter’s promises 
any day. 

Let’s take the issue of taxes. I believe the best tax 
reform is tax reduction. I submitted to the Congress a 
recommendation to increase the personal exemption from 
$750 to $1,000. The middle-income taxpayers of this 
country have been shortchanged, and the Ford program 
will restore equity to those middle-income taxpayers who 
have gotten short shrift. 

Jimmy Carter, he said—quoted by the Associated 
Press—that he would increase the taxes for all people 
in the medium-income tax brackets. Jimmy Carter is say- 
ing to the taxpayers of this country that he would raise the 
taxes of 50 percent of the American people. Who do you 
want, a President who promises to give the middle-income 
taxpayers a break or do you want Jimmy Carter, who is 
going to add to the tax burden of the middle-income 
taxpayers? I think you will take Jerry Ford. Anybody 
that likes Jimmy Carter likes taxes. Don’t buy it. 


Let’s talk about spending. In the 2 years that I’ve been 
President, I have tried to put the lid on Federal spending 
because when you have more and more Federal spending, 
it will mean more and more inflation. Jimmy Carter has 
embraced the platform that he helped to write, which 
calls for 60-some new programs. And if those programs 
become law, it will add anywhere from $100 billion a 
year to $200 billion more in Federal spending. I think 
the American people want the Federal Government to 
spend less, not to spend more. 

And Jimmy Carter has said that he is going to reor- 
ganize the Federal Government. Let me tell you what 
Jimmy Carter did when he reorganized the government 
of Georgia. In the 4 years that Jimmy Carter was Presi- 
dent—I mean Governor of Georgia—Jimmy Carter in- 
creased the number of State employees by more than 12 
percent. In the 4 years that Jimmy Carter was Governor 
of Georgia, he increased the spending of the State of Geor- 
gia by more than 50 percent. And, as Governor of the 
State of Georgia, he increased the bonded indebtedness 
of that State by over $200 million. 

Now if you take that record and he became President, 
I don’t think you would want him reorganizing the Fed- 
eral Government. I believe you will vote for President 
Ford because he is making the Federal Government more 
responsible and more responsive, and he is going to keep 
the lid on Federal spending. 

Then let me take a minute to talk about agriculture. 
I know in this area—this is part of that great bread- 
basket of America. I know that you have produced corn 
and soybeans and wheat. I know that you are a great 
contributor to the bounty of America. If you look at the 
farm policy of this administration against the promised 
farm policies of Jimmy Carter—I believe in expanded 
production, record exports, the use of the free market. 
I believe that under our policies we have expanded agri- 
culture, and we are going to continue to keep the farmer 
making the decisions and keep the Government out of 
your pocket and off your farm. And that’s what I think 
you want. 

Now let me talk for just a minute about national secur- 
ity. We have a wonderful country. This country is strong 
internally, and America is strong; we are number one. 
Jimmy Carter, on two occasions, has said if he became 
President he would cut the defense budget by $15 billion. 
Let me tell you what that will do. Sounds good—of course 
he doesn’t know where he’d do it, but it sounds good. If 
we were to cut the defense budget we would strip the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines of the neces- 
sary weapons that they need to keep America number one. 

America is at peace because America is strong. Jimmy 
Carter would undercut the strength of our military and 
make this country weak defensively. I think America 
wants a strong defense. America wants peace. You want 
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Jerry Ford to be your President so we will stay number 
one in the next 4 years. 

Last week, Jimmy Carter said, “America is not re- 
spected anymore.” If you look around the world, if you 
talk to the leaders, whether they are in the free world or 
whether they are on the other side, they respect America. 
They know America is good. They know America is 
strong. And when Jimmy Carter says America is no longer 
respected, he is slandering America. I am proud of Amer- 
ica like you are, and let’s keep America strong so we can 
continue to be proud of it and be respected around the 
world. 

Thank you very, very much. 

I am going to come down and try to shake hands with 
as many of you as I possibly can. But we have some won- 
derful guests who have come from many parts of the 
country, leaders in their own field, who have come to 
show their support for my candidacy. I want your great 
Senator, Chuck Percy, to introduce them as I go along 
and shake hands. You will like them. They are great 
people, and I appreciate their support. 

Thank vou very much. 


[7.] Atton (6:50 p.m.) 


Thank you very, very much. Betty and I have had a 
wonderful day in Illinois, starting in Joliet this morning, 
ending here in Alton this evening. We’ve had a wonder- 
fully warm reception. 

Betty and I love Illinois. We are here to ask for your 
help. We are here to ask for your vote. And with your 
vote we can carry Illinois, and we will win the election 
November 2. 

We have some wonderful friends who have been with 
us on this trip. First, I want to introduce to all of you a 
good friend of yours, an outstanding United States Sena- 
tor, Chuck Percy. We also have your fine Congressman, 
Paul Findley. He is good for you, he is good for Illinois, he 
is good for the country. We’ve also had on the trip, most 
of the way, one of the finest candidates for Governor 
that I’ve ever met, who is going to be your next Governor, 
Jim Thompson. 

In the 2 years that I’ve been your President, I believe 
we’ve made a record, we’ve restored confidence and trust 
in the White House. We have turned the economy around 
from the worst recession in the last 40 years. I won’t be 
satisfied until everybody who wants to work has a job, and 
that’s what we will do in the next 4 years. 

In the last 2 years, we have achieved a peace. We have 
the military strength and the diplomatic skills to keep the 
peace. And I am proud to say here tonight that not a 
single young American is fighting or dying on any foreign 
battlefield. We will keep the peace through our policies. 
And I am proud of what we’ve done, and I commit we 
will keep it that way in the future. 


I’ve summarized the record of the last 2 years under my 
Presidency. Lay that alongside, if you will, the promises 
of Jimmy Carter. 

Jimmy Carter will go anyplace, say anything to any- 
body to get to be President of the United States. When 
Jimmy Carter is in California, he sounds like Cesar Cha- 
vez. When Jimmy Carter goes to Chicago, he tries to 
sound like Mayor Daley. When Jimmy Carter goes to 
New York, he tries to sound like Bella Abzug. When 
Jimmy Carter comes to this great part of Illinois, the 
breadbasket of America, Jimmy Carter says, “I am just 
a little old peanut farmer.” Jimmy Carter wavers, he 
wanders, he wiggles, and he waffles. That’s not the kind 
of a person you want as President of the United States, 
You want a President that’s got a record, a record of 
progress in the last 2 years. 

Let me talk about three subjects. One, taxes: I be- 
lieve that the best tax reform is tax reduction, particu- 
larly for the middle-income taxpayers who have been 
shortchanged in the last 10 years. I submitted to the 
Congress a proposal to increase the personal exemption 
from $750 to $1,000. That’s the best way to give relief; 
that’s the best way to give equity to the middle-income 
taxpayers. Congress didn’t do it, but I pledge to you that 
I will keep the pressure on Congress in the next session, 
in the next session, in the next session, and in the next 
session until they do it, because it’s right. 


Now, in contrast, Jimmy Carter, in an interview with 
the Associated Press, said that he would increase taxes 
for all medium-income earners. And what does that mean? 
That means that all income earners of over $14,000 un- 
der Jimmy Carter will have a tax increase. That’s 50 
percent of the taxpayers in this country. 


Let me say this: If you like Jimmy Carter, you sure 
like taxes. If you like Jerry Ford, you will get a tax 
reduction. 

President Ford, in the last 2 years, has tried to keep 
the lid on Federal spending. We’ve been partially suc- 
cessful, but in the next 4 years we will keep the pressure 
on because if you have more and more spending, you 


will have more and more inflation and more and more 
taxes. 


Now, Jimmy Carter—he embraces the platform that 
came from that Convention in New York City. In fact, 
he wrote it. And that platform calls for 60-some new 
programs, programs that if they become law—and he has 
promised that they will—will add $100 billion a year at 
a minimum and probably close to $200 billion. 


I don’t think the American people want more spend- 
ing. I think the American people want the kind of a rec- 
ord that I have achieved of keeping the lid on Federal 
spending. 
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Jimmy Carter talks about reorganizing the Federal 
Government. Let’s look at his record in Georgia. In the 
4 years that Jimmy Carter was Governor of Georgia, he 
increased the number of State employees by over 25 per- 
cent. He increased the expenditures in the State of Geor- 
gia by over 50 percent, and he increased the bonded in- 
debtedness of the State of Georgia by over $200 million. 

Now can you imagine, with that record, what he would 
do to your Federal Government if he ever had the oppor- 
tunity to reorganize it? Is that what you want for the 
next 4 years? 

Jimmy Carter on two occasions has said he wanted to 
cut the defense budget by $15 billion. At the same time, 
he talks about making America stronger. Now he can’t 
have it both ways. But anyhow, he has said that he wants 
to reduce the funds for the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, 
and Marines by $15 billion. I don’t believe that’s the 
way to keep America number one. America is number 
one today, and we want America to stay number one. 

All of you remember that great President of the United 
States, Teddy Roosevelt. Teddy Roosevelt once said, 
“Speak softly and carry a big stick.” Jimmy Carter, with 
his $15 billion reduction in expenditures for the Army, 
the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines—what Jimmy Car- 
ter says is speak loudly and carry a flyspotter—flyspot— 
flyswatter. [Laughter] It has been a long day. [Laughter] 

One final point: Last week Jimmy Carter said that 
America is not respected anymore. That is not right. The 
United States of America is respected, respected by our 
allies and respected by our adversaries. And when Jimmy 
Carter says that our country—yours and mine, the Nation 
of 215 million wonderful people—when he says we are 
not respected, he is slandering America. I don’t like it, 
you don’t like it because America is a good country, with 
good people. And we love it, and we are proud of it, and 
we are going to stay proud of it 4 years under Jerry Ford. 

So Betty and I are delighted here to be in Alton. Mayor 
Lenz and the wonderful people of this community—its’ a 
pleasure and honor to be your President. And we ask you 
between now and November 2 to not only go to the polls 
yourself, but to get your neighbor, your friend, your busi- 
ness associate, and get them to the polls because this is 
a crucial, critical election. 

We can win in Illinois with your help. We can win this 
election. And it will be good for America, and we promise 
not to let you down. 

Thank you very much. 

Let me ask you one more thing. Wait just a minute. 
We have had some wonderful friends, outstanding people 
in their various professions, who have been with us from 
Joliet to Alton—I am going to ask that Chuck Percy take 
just a minute or two to introduce them. I want to thank 
all of them personally for their contributions to this good 


day. And you will love them. They are wonderful people. 
Betty and I are most grateful for their support. 

I want to come out and shake hands with as many of 
you as I can. 
NOTE: The President spoke from the Observation Car of the 
“Honest Abe” Amtrak train at the Amtrak Station in each com- 
munity on the tour. At each stop, the President descended from the 


train to meet the community welcoming committee and members 
of the audience. 


Telegram to Jimmy Carter 


Text of the President’s Telegram. October 16, 1976 


Dear Jimmy: 

I am in receipt of your telegram of October 15, 1976, 
and appreciate your desire to clarify your positions on 
the issues, I think it is vitally important that the American 
people understand exactly what you do stand for, and I 
am delighted to assist in that effort. 

Your telegram to me this morning unfortunately leaves 
unclear whether you are repudiating positions that you 
have taken on these important issues, or whether you are 
persisting in denying that you took these positions in the 
first place. 

Frankly, you have changed your positions on these and 
other important issues so often that it is difficult for me 
and the American people to understand who you are and 
what you really represent. 

Let me take up the specific issues that you mention, 
one by one. 

First, you claim that I misrepresented your position in 
saying that you have called for a $15 billion cut in defense 
spending. 

The fact is that the Savannah Morning News for 
March 18, 1975, quotes you as telling the Savannah 
Rotary Club that “$15 billion could be cut from the 
defense budget and not weaken this nation’s military 
capability.” 

Again, on March 20, 1975, the Los Angeles Times 
reported that you told a Beverly Hills News Conference 
that “The Ford defense budget for this year could be cut 
by about $15 billion without sacrificing national 
security.” 

I recognize and have stated that at other times you have 
promised defense cuts of varying sizes—always in the 
multi-billion dollar category. The point is that you would 
make huge cuts in America’s defense preparedness—just 
how huge you evidently are not sure. If you have changed 
your position on this issue once again, I and the public 
would appreciate clarification. Second, you say that I 
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have incorrectly charged you with advocating “tax in- 
creases for low and moderate income wage earner.” 

With regard to “moderate income wage earners,” on 
September 18, 1976, you answered a question from the 
Associated Press on how you would change the tax bur- 
den by saying, “I would take the mean or median level 
of income and anything above that would be higher and 
anything below that would be lower.” 

The interviewer pointed out that the median is “some- 
where around $12,000” and you agreed. There is no 
public record that you have ever repudiated that state- 
ment. Your specific reference to raising taxes for every- 
body above the mean or median income—actually now 
around $14,000 still stands. Third, you deny having 
proposed “elimination of the mortgage interest tax 
deduction.” 

Actually, you made this promise at the League of 
Women Voters candidate forum in Boston on the night 
of February 23, 1976, before a national television audi- 
ence. You have since been more general in your promises 
to close “tax loopholes.” But this is the one loophole that 
you are specifically on record with a promise to repeal. 

Finally, you say that I have unfairly accused you of 
favoring “spending programs that would total over $100 
billion.” 

Actually, the total cost of the Democratic platform, 
which you have endorsed, would be far more than $100 
billion—probably in the neighborhood of $200 billion. 

The $100 billion figure, to which I have referred, is 
the cost of only four specific programs that are provided 
in the Democratic platform. These are: The Humphrey- 
Hawkins Job Bill, costing $10.3 billion in the first year; 
the Kennedy-Corman National Health Insurance Pro- 
gram, costing $70 billion in the first year; the Griffith 
Negative Income Tax, costing $9.9 billion the first year; 
and the Perkins Federal Education Bill, costing $12 bil- 
lion the first—a total cost of just over $102 billion in the 
first year. Costs in subsequent years would be sure to rise 
rapidly, requiring higher taxes, higher inflation, or both. 

It is, of course, your right to change your position on 
any or all of these issues. What you have done instead is 
to claim that you never took the positions in the first place. 

The facts, however, are part of the documented record. 

So long as you do not acknowledge these views and 
publicly reverse them, it must be assumed that these are 
still positions which you stand behind. 

While your current effort to clarify your positions on 
the issues appears to be limited to the above items, it 
seems to me there is the need for further clarification on 
many additional issues. I would also like to assist your 
clarification effort in a few additional areas: 

1. Do you really believe, as you stated in San Fran- 

cisco, that America is no longer respected? 


2. Do you really believe, as you stated in San Fran- 
cisco, that our country is not strong any more? 

3. Do you really believe, as you stated in an interview 
with Liberty Magazine, that church property, other 
than the church building itself, should be taxed? 

4. Do you really believe we can defend freedom and 
avoid Communist domination of our allies by with- 
drawing our troops from Korea and reducing other 
commitments overseas? 

5. Do you agree with your chief economic adviser who, 
according to the New York Times of Monday, said 
that your economic policies will increase inflation? 

6. Do you agree with your chief economic adviser who, 
according to the New York Times of Monday, said 
that a Carter administration would not cut taxes? 

I, and the American people, look forward to your 

answers and clarifications. 
GERALD R. Forp 
[Mr. James Earl Carter, Jr., Plains, Georgia] 


NOTE: The text of the telegram was released at Lincoln, Ill. 


St. Louis, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks at Northwest Plaza. 
October 16, 1976 


Governor Bond, Lieutenant Governor Phelps, Gene 
McNary, distinguished guests, all of you wonderful people 
from Missouri: 

I love you, and I won’t let you down. 

This is a tremendous gathering, and it’s a wonderful 
experience to come to Missouri after a super day. We 
started early, and to have this kind of a turnout in this 
great State really gives us the kind of a lift and will con- 
tinue the kind of momentum that will give us the victory 
in Missouri and in the United States on November 2. 


You have been introduced to all of these real superstars 
on the platform with me. They have been out working 
just as I have from Joliet to Alton to St. Louis, and let 
me express to each and every one of them my deep grati- 
tude and great appreciation. It’s the kind of inspiration 
to me that makes this job ever so much easier. They are 
wonderful people, and I thank them very, very much. 

You know, it’s great to be in St. Louis, the “Show Me 
State” of Missouri. In case you hadn’t noticed, this is what 
my opponent calls “hiding out in the White House.” 
[Laughter] In the last 10 days, I have “hidden out” in 
California, in Oklahoma, in Texas, in New York, New 
Jersey, Iowa, Illinois, and now to come to Missouri. It’s 
a great, great week, and I love you. 
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We are not only going to win in Missouri, we are going 
to win that election November 2. But that not only goes 
for the Ford-Dole ticket but also for your great Governor, 
Kit Bond. Kit Bond is the kind of a Governor that you 
should be very, very proud of. 

What has he done for the State of Missouri? He’s 
restored honesty and integrity, he has balanced your 
budget without any new taxes, and he has increased jobs 
in the State of Missouri. Boy, if I was in Missouri, I’d 
be proud of him, and I’d want him to be your Governor 
again, and so should you. And let me say we can’t wait 
to get Jack Danforth down to the United States Senate, 
so send him there November 2. 

But the State of Missouri also has a wonderful oppor- 
tunity to send some additional, strengthening Members 
of the House of Representatives—Bob Snyder, Joe Frap- 
pier, Joe Badarocco, Bob Witherspoon—send them down, 
give us some help. They need your support, and we need 
them in the House of Representatives. 

As I said, we started in Joliet awfully early this morn- 
ing. Betty and I have had a wonderful welcome every 
place we’ve been, and the culmination here just is an 
inspiration. I’ve come here to ask for your support, your 
vote on November 2, so we can carry Missouri. Can I 
have that support? 

In the last 2 years that I’ve had the honor and the 
privilege to be your President, we’ve had a record that 
I think is one of performance. It’s a record ©. restoring 
honesty and confidence and trustworthiness in the White 
House. It’s a record of turning the economy around, from 
the worst recession in the last 40 years to an economy 
that’s moving forward. And with the kind of programs 
that we believe in, we are implementing, we are going to 
have a solid, prosperous economy for the next 4 years, 
kicking off the next century of America’s progress and 
pride. 

But then in the last 2 years we’ve established peace. 
Because we are militarily strong, because we are diplo- 
matically skillful, America is at peace. And I can say with 
great pride that not a single young American is fighting 
and dying on any foreign soil tonight, and that’s good for 
America. 

So on the basis of 2 years of trust, prosperity, peace, a 
record of performance, let’s take a look at what Mr. 
Jimmy Carter wants to offer. [Crowd reaction] Right 
on; right on. [Laughter] 

Jimmy Carter wants to be President so badly that he 
will say anything to anybody anywhere, and that’s not 
the kind of a President we want of the United States of 
America. When Jimmy Carter goes to California, he tries 
to sound like Cesar Chavez. When Jimmy Carter goes to 
Chicago, he tries to sound like Mayor Daley. When Jim- 
my Carter goes to New York, he tries to sound like Bella 
Abzug. But when he goes to Illinois or Missouri, he just 


says, “I am a little, old peanut farmer.” [Laughter] But 
the truth is that Jimmy Carter wavers, Jimmy Carter 
wanders, Jimmy Carter wiggles a little bit, Jimmy Carter 
waffles an awful lot. [Laughter] 

I think you want the record of performance of Jerry 
Ford against those promises of Jimmy Carter. 

Let’s talk about taxes. I am real happy to be in a State 
that’s so ably governed as the State of Missouri under Kit 
Bond. Kit Bond, as I said a moment ago, has balanced 
your budget without any increase in taxes. 

But let’s talk about Federal taxes. The best tax reform 
that I know is tax reduction. The record shows that the 
middle-income taxpayers have gotten shortchanged in 
the last 10 years. I recommended to the Congress in 
January of this year that we give a tax reduction to the 
middle-income taxpayers by increasing the personal ex- 
emption from $750 to $1,000. That’s the way to give 
relief to those hard-working, law-abiding, fine, decent 
people who are in the middle-income brackets, and I am 
going to pressure the Congress to give that tax relief. If 
they don’t do it next year, we will do it the next year. 
That’s what we’ve got to give to those taxpayers who 
work hard, obey the laws, and do what is right for this 
great country. That’s my record. 

Now, what does Jimmy Carter want to do? A few 
weeks ago he had an interview with the Associated 
Press—I almost said another interview—[/aughter|—but 
he had this interview with the Associated Press, and he 
said that he would be in favor of increasing taxes for all 
people of medium income or above. That means that 50 
percent of the taxpayers of this country would get a tax 
increase. [Crowd reaction] Boy, I like that reaction. Jerry 
Ford wants to give you tax relief. Jimmy Carter wants 
to increase your taxes. Who do you want for President? 
[Crowd reaction] Keep it going. Keep it going. 

All right. Let’s talk about another subject. I have tried 
to keep the lid on Federal spending so that we could get 
our house in order. Jimmy Carter embraces—in fact, he 
wrote the Democratic Party platform that calls for 60 
new programs, a minimum annual additional cost of 
$100 billion, maybe as high as $200 billion more. Jimmy 
Carter wants to spend and spend and tax and tax, and 
add to those inflationary costs every day. 

Now Jimmy Carter says he is going to do something 
about reorganizing the Federal Government. Well you 
know you have to look at what somebody has done to see 
what they might do. So, let’s look at Jimmy Carter’s 
record. Old Al Smith used to say, “Let’s look at the rec- 
ord.” So we take a look at Jimmy Carter’s Governorship 
of the State of Georgia. When he was Governor of 
Georgia, he increased the number of employees by over 
25 percent; he increased the spending in the State of 
Georgia by more than 50 percent; he added to the bonded 
indebtedness by over $200 million. 
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I will just say this: If that’s an example of how he is 
going to run your Federal Government, I don’t think you 
want Jimmy Carter for the next 4 years. 

We all know that the United States is strong militarily. 
We have an Army, a Navy, an Air Force, Marine Corps, 
number one, and because they are they keep the peace for 
the United States. They keep the peace, and we are re- 
spected by our adversaries as well as our allies. 

What does Jimmy Carter want to do about the De- 
fense Department? He wants to gut it. He wants to cut 
it by $15 billion a year. Jimmy Carter talks about being 
strong, and then wants to destroy the capability of our 
military forces to meet the challenge, to keep the peace, 
to deter aggression. 

There is a great, great American President, Teddy 
Roosevelt. You know what Teddy Roosevelt one time 
said: “Speak softly and carry a big stick.” Jimmy Carter, 
who wants to gut the Defense Department, he talks loudly 
and carries a flyswatter. [Laughter] 

Last week, Jimmy Carter said that America is not re- 
spected any more. In the first place, it’s not true. The 
United States of America, your country and my country, 
we are respected; we are loved by people all over this 
world. The leaders of one country after another say that 
the United States today is the most trusted ally and the 
most respected adversary. I don’t like a candidate for the 
Presidency saying that your country and my country is 
not respected. That’s slander as far as the United States 
of America is concerned. 

And so I say to you, we should be proud of America. 
We should look with faith and trust in a government that’s 
given freedom to so many people for so long a time, a 
country that has given so much opportunity, a country 
we love, we respect and admire. 

And I would love the opportunity to be your Presi- 
dent for the next 4 years. We want to carry Missouri. 
We are going to win the election. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:06 p.m. 
Following his remarks, the President attended a President Ford 


Committee reception in the Rockwell International Services Build- 
ing at Lambert International Airport in St. Louis, Mo. 


Whale Conservation and 
Protection Study Act 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 15445 Into 
Law. October 18, 1976 


I am pleased to sign H.R. 15445, the Whale Conserva- 
tion and Protection Study Act. 


This bill authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to con- 
duct comprehensive studies of all whales found in waters 
subject to United States jurisdiction, and to report to 
Congress the results of these studies by January 1, 1980, 
The bill also provides that the Secretary of State will 
initiate negotiations with Mexico and Canada to develop 
appropriate bilateral agreements for the protection and 
conservation of whales. 

Although much is known of the habits of whales, the 
vastness of the oceans and the mobility of these mammals 
make it very difficult to monitor adequately their many 
species. This legislation will allow the collection of scien- 
tific information that will permit us to determine the most 
appropriate means of preventing the exploitation of whales 
and thus avoid their extinction. 

The United States has placed great emphasis on multi- 
lateral efforts with other nations through the International 
Whaling Commission to achieve effective conservation 
of whales throughout the world. The negotiations with 
Mexico and Canada directed by this bill will reinforce the 
efforts of our three nations within the Commission. 


NOTE: As enacted, the Whale Conservation and Protection Study 
Act (H.R. 15445) is Public Law 94-532, approved October 17, 1976. 


Veto of Bill Providing for Mandatory 
Inspection of Rabbit Meat 


The President’s Memorandum of Disapproval. Dated 
October 17, 1976. Released October 18, 1976 


I have withheld my approval from H.R. 10073, “An 
Act to provide for the mandatory inspection of domesti- 
cated rabbits slaughtered for human food, and for other 
purposes.” 

This bill would make applicable to domesticated rab- 
bits, with minor exceptions, the provisions of the Poultry 
Products Inspection Act. It would require the Secretary 
of Agriculture to implement a mandatory inspection pro- 
gram for all domesticated rabbit meat sold in commerce, 
with certain exemptions related to type and volume of 
operations. 

It should be noted that the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion now inspects rabbit meat to ensure that it complies 
with Federal pure food laws. Thus, there is no health pro- 
tection reason for requiring mandatory Agriculture De- 
partment inspection of rabbit meat. 

The effect of this act would be to substitute a manda- 
tory taxpayer-financed Agriculture Department inspec- 
tion program for a voluntary one that is now provided 
under another law and paid for by the processors and 
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consumers of rabbit meat. Since the voluntary program 
already provides a means for certifying wholesomeness 
to those consumers who demand such protection for this 
specialty food and are willing to pay for the protection, I 
do not believe that a mandatory program is wise public 
policy. 

In addition, it is estimated that the cost to the taxpayer 
of government inspection provided by this act could be 
more than 10 cents per pound. 

The limited benefit to be derived by a relative few con- 
sumers of rabbit meat cannot be justified in terms of the 
cost to the taxpayer. I am therefore not approving H.R. 
10073. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 17, 1976. 


Exemption of the “Delta Queen” 
From Certain Vessel Laws 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 13326 Into 
Law. October 18, 1976 


I have signed H.R. 13326, which will extend until 
November 1, 1983, the existing exemption of the steam- 
boat Delta Queen from the requirements of Public Law 
89-777, regarding safety laws applicable to ships. This 
exemption is needed to permit the Delta Queen to oper- 
ate on overnight cruises after November 1, 1978. 

The Delta Queen, a historic paddlewheel riverboat, 
was built in 1928 and has been operating on the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers since that time. It was entered on 
the National Register of historic vessels in 1970. Its preser- 
vation as a symbol of Americana is important to the peo- 
ple of this Nation to whom our national heritage means so 
much, This legislation will preserve a splendid reminder 
of America’s past. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 13326) is Public Law 94-535, 
approved October 17, 1976. 


Bill Providing for a Mid-Decade 
Census of Population 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 11337 Into 
Law. October 18, 1976 


I have signed into law H.R. 11337, a bill to provide for 
a mid-decade census of population. The first such census 
will be in 1985 ; subsequent ones will follow every 10 years. 


Passage of this bill provides us with a major opportu- 
nity to improve the statistical information which is often 
the basis for decisions on major issues of public policy. 
With better information available at 5-year intervals, we 
will no longer need to rely on data which are often ob- 
solete. The historic method of counting the population 
every 10 years simply does not meet the Nation’s current 
needs. 

This legislation will also make it possible for us to up- 
date Federal statistical programs dealing with social sta- 
tistics, since the mid-decade effort will provide for a pe- 
riodic updating of significant national, social, and 
demographic characteristics. This is important because 

* $39 billion are distributed annually using formulae 

which use population data. 

* Federal, State, and local planners depend heavily 

on current population data. 

* The need for a variety of expensive “ad hoc” sur- 

veys between censuses will be reduced. 

* We will be able to identify the needs of various 

groups in the American public. 

By authorizing the use of sampling techniques to collect 
mid-decade census data, the bill will reduce the burden on 
respondents. It also allows considerable flexibility in the 
design of the effort, making possible major cost savings in 
special purpose statistical programs now conducted be- 
tween decennial census dates. 

The bill also strengthens the provisions of law relating 
to the confidentiality of census information, and thus helps 
to assure that the privacy of the individual is preserved. 

I commend the Congress for passing this legislation; it 
will provide us with better data, of greater consistency, at 
a reduced cost. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 11337) is Public Law 94-521, 
approved October 17, 1976. 


National Medal of Science 


The President’s Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
in the East Room. October 18, 1976 


Distinguished medal recipients, members of the Cabinet, 
Dr. Stever, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


This afternoon, I have the high honor and the very 
rare privilege of sharing in two events that reflect great 
credit upon the United States in this Bicentennial Year. 
The first involves the latest announcements by the Nobel 
Prize Selection Committee. 


Some have recently raised some doubts about America’s 
continuing leadership in the family of nations. These 
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doubts were surely put to rest this morning by this 
announcement. 

Three more Americans today were named recipients 
of the 1976 Nobel prizes. Americans have now swept the 
1976 prizes in economics, medicine, physics, chemistry, 
marking the first time in history that a single country has 
been the home of all of these winners. We should be very, 
very proud. 

Speaking on behalf of a proud and very grateful Na- 
tion, I wish to take this opportunity to salute these six 
outstanding Americans who have earned this magnificent 
distinction. They have contributed immensely to their pro- 
fession, to their country, and to all of mankind. 

Now let me turn, if I might, to the matter at hand. One 
of the privileges of an American President is to personally 
present the National Medal of Science, the Nation’s high- 
est achievement in the science and engineering fields. 

This afternoon, it is my pleasure to present this award 
to 15 distinguished Americans. They are joining a very 
select group of Medal of Science award winners who have 
achieved recognition since 1962 for their outstanding con- 
tribution to knowledge in the physical, biological, mathe- 
matical, and engineering sciences. 

The recipients we honor today have added to our un- 
derstanding of the natural environment; they have in- 
creased productivity in agriculture; they have improved 
our Nation’s health; they have helped bring new energy 
sources within our reach; and they have made contribu- 
tions in mathematics and its application that will permit 
further progress in computer technology and systems 
research. 


Their accomplishments underscore the importance of 
scientific research itself. The freedom and the means to 
question and explore are not just branches of the Amer- 
ican experience, they lie at its very roots. The discovery of 
this Continent, the birth of this Nation, were the results of 
experimentation and exploration. 


For 200 years, this Nation’s strength has been in its 
economic health, its military security, and the general 
well-being of its people and these, in turn, have depended 
on the intellect and creativity of America’s inventors, sci- 
entists, and engineers. 

Our founders believed that the ideas of such searching 
inquiry—men and women encouraged and protected by 
a free society—would produce benefits extending to all 
of its people. Throughout our history, this belief has been 
totally justified. Time and time again, the results of scien- 
tific research have captured our imagination, bettered our 
condition, and raised our expectations for the future. To- 
day, more than ever, a strong national effort in research 
and development is critically important to strengthen our 


economy and our defense and to improve the quality of 
life for all Americans. 

While in Congress, as well as President, I have worked 
to bolster our research and development programsin order 
to achieve our national goals. Just about a year ago, I was 
struggling with the various Cabinet officers and heads of 
other departments and with the Office of Management 
and Budget, as to how we could meet a temporary fiscal 
problem within the Government. But despite the fiscal 
constraints imposed upon most departments, the fiscal year 
1977 budget included requests for an 1 1-percent increase 
in Federal funding for research and development, one of 
the few areas within our Government that got an increase 
during this temporary fiscal problem that the Nation 
faces. 

Included within were increases for the support of basic 
research *9 enlarge the fund of basic knowledge so nec- 
essary for the scientific and engineering progress. With the 
strong and very effective support of Vice President Rocke- 
feller, we now have established a new Office of Science 
and Technology Policy in the White House, designed to 
bring the executive branch of the Government timely ad- 
vice on how science and technology can help us deal with 
our national problems. And I am personally delighted— 
and I think the country is fortunate—to have Guy Stever 
in that new position of responsibility. 

The men and women devoting themselves to science 
and technology in our universities, in our industrial lab- 
oratories, our private and public research centers, con- 
tinue to deserve America’s support and encouragement. 
Therefore, I am extremely proud and consider it a rare 
privilege to award these 15 National Medals of Science 
today, and I extend my gratitude and my congratulations 
to the award winners and to their families. 

Dr. Stever, would you please read the names as I pre- 
sent the awards. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. Following his remarks, 
H. Guyford Stever, Director of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy and Science and Technology Adviser to the President, read 


the citations, the texts of which follow. Margaret Ann Gyorgy 
accepted the medal on behalf of her late husband. 


RECIPIENTS OF THE NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE FOR 1975 
Biological Sciences 


Hattowe.tt Davis—For fundamental research on nerve poten- 
tials, electroencephalography, and mechanisms of hearing that 
have formed the basis for advances in neurophysiology, neu- 
rology, otolaryngology, audiology, acoustics, occupational health 
safety, and pediatrics. 

Pau Gyoroy (Deceased, February 29, 1976)—For his discovery of 
three vitamins and related research that have greatly improved 
human nutrition, 

SrerLinc Brown Henpricks—For the initiation of basic research 
in the physical and chemical properties of soils and proteins 
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that have profoundly influenced agricultural practices and the 
production of food plants. 

OrviLLE ALvin VoceL—For outstanding contributions to agronomic 
research including the development of radically new and 
improved semidwarf varieties of wheat that now grow on five 
continents and have made the green revolution a reality. 


Engineering Sciences 


Manson Benepict—For inspired and ingenious leadership in the 
development of gaseous diffusion plants for uranium isotope 
separation, and for his role in creating the discipline of nuclear 
engineering. 

WituaM H. Pickertnc—For his leadership of the exploration of 
the planets of the solar system and his personal contributions to 
the theory and practice of soft planetary landings and collection 
of data from deep space. 

FrepericK E. TERMAN—For his principal role in creating modern 
electronics and his ability to document his knowledge so that 
it could be effectively communicated to his many students who 
now populate the worlds of industry, academia, and public 
service. 


Mathematical Sciences 


Joun Backus—For his pioneering contributions to computer pro- 
gramming languages, especially development of the FORTRAN 
language which made the modern digital computer directly 
available to countless scientists and engineers. 

SuHunc-SHEN CHERN—For developing and extending techniques 
that led to profound discoveries in geometry and topology. 
Grorce B. Dantzic—For inventing linear programming and dis- 
covering methods that led to widescale scientific and technical 
applications to important problems in logistics, scheduling, and 
network optimization, and to the use of computers in making 

efficient use of the mathematical theory. 


Physical Sciences 


Hans A. BetHe—For his explanation of the origin of the sun’s heat, 
his many contributions to our understanding of the atomic 
nucleus and his counsel in matters involving atomic energy. 

Josern O. HirscHFreLDER—For his fundamental contribution to 
atomic and molecular quantum mechanics, the theory of the 
rates of chemical reactions, and the structure and properties of 
gases and liquids. 

Lewis H. Sarett—For his pioneering contributions to the chemi- 
calsynthesis of cortisone, steroidal hormones, and other chemo- 
therapeutic agents which have contributed to the benefit of 
mankind. 

E. Bricut Witson—In recognition of his fundamental theoretical 
and experimental contribution to our understanding of the 
structure of molecules. 

Cuien-SnHrunc Wu—For her ingenious experiments that led to 
new and surprising understanding of the decay of the radio- 
active nucleus. 


Commissioner of Education 


Remarks of the President and Edward Aguirre at the 
Swearing-In Ceremony for Mr. Aguirre. 
October 18, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Justice Stewart, Dr. Aguirre and Mrs. 
Aguirre: 


I am highly honored and consider it a great personal 
privilege to have the opportunity of participating in this 
ceremony where Dr. Aguirre will become the Commis- 
sioner of Education. Dr. Aguirre brings a very useful 
background to this very important job and responsibility 
in the Federal Government. 

As an expert on manpower programs, he understands 
the relationship between education and jobs for our youth. 
As a distinguished member of the Hispanic community, 
he is sensitive to the very special educational needs of 
America’s minorities. As an able administrator, and espe- 
cially as a former classroom teacher, he is well qualified 
to advise me on Federal programs and policies for edu- 
cation. In particular, he will help us identify and answer 
the concerns of America’s teachers. 

Dr. Aguirre believes, as I do, that teachers are the 
single most important valuable resource of our educa- 
tional system. Dr. Aguirre believes, as I do, that by help- 
ing teachers, we are helping ensure the success of Amer- 
ica’s educational system. Our efforts in education are 
aimed not only at providing high quality education but 
at making that education equally available to all of our 
Nation’s students. 


As head of the Office of Education, Dr. Aguirre will 
continue our policy of focusing Federal aid on those stu- 
dents who need this kind of education the most—the 
handicapped, the educationally disadvantaged, and chil- 
dren with a limited English-speaking capability. 

Dr. Aguirre and I will also continue my administra- 
tion’s important effort to make Federal aid to education 
more effective than it has been in the past. Too often the 
result of Federal programs has been to reduce local con- 
trol over education while creating a heavy burden of vary- 
ing regulations, differing standards, and overlapping 
responsibilities. Too often we ask whether forms have been 
properly filled out, not whether children have been prop- 
erly educated. 

Earlier this year, I proposed a block grant program de- 
signed to cut redtape and to give State and local authori- 
ties and teachers greater flexibility in utilizing Federal aid. 
I have emphasized recently my hope that America’s third 
century will be known as the century of the individual. 

Next to the family, the best place to start cultivating 
individuality is in the classroom by individualizing instruc- 
tion. Declining enrollments, for example, can be viewed as 
an opportunity to reduce class size. 

Our Founding Fathers realized an educated citizenry is 
crucial to a free society. Ignorance and freedom cannot 
coexist. This gives America’s teachers a special responsi- 
bility, and it gives America’s Government a special re- 
sponsibility to hear their concerns. We want to know and 
act upon the needs of America’s teachers. With Dr. 
Aguirre’s help, we will continue this effort. Only by being 
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sensitive to teachers can we achieve the educational ex- 
cellence that is crucial to our Nation’s future. 

Now I will ask Associate Justice Potter Stewart to ad- 
minister the oath of office. 


[At this point, Potter Stewart, Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court, administered the oath of office.) 


Mr. Acuirre. Mr. President, Mr. Justice Stewart, Sec- 
retary Lynch, honored guests: 

A well-informed, well-read, well-grounded citizenry is 
vital to a democracy. Yet, basic skill development in read- 
ing and mathematics appears to be falling behind in some 
areas of our country. Postsecondary entrance examinations 
often betray severe learning problems in the lower grade 
levels. 

Employers complain that many young workers cannot 
write or spell. Our great Nation is weakened by tolerating 
such conditions. We must, therefore, build an alliance to 
wage war against the ignorance that denies our people 
their rightful opportunities at work, at play, and in meet- 
ing their responsibilities to self, to family, and to country. 

With the Federal Government as a willing partner, such 
an alliance will be based on the people, on the teachers, the 
students, the parents, and the other citizens of this coun- 
try whose tax dollars are the main support of the structure 
of American education. And it will include the traditional 
establishment which depends on the people for that sup- 
port, State and local school agencies, colleges and univer- 
sities, private and church-related schools, and professional 
organizations. 

I join with you, Mr. President, in your effort to cut 
redtape and to give State and local people greater flexi- 
bility in the use of Federal aid. The influence of the 
United States Office of Education can be used to convene 
all those who might help make every school a quality 
school, accessible to every young American, no matter his 
or her language, human condition, or socio-economic 
level, and no matter his or her level of aspiration. 

In such an alliance, I view service as a priority of the 
Federal Government, and I view my role as that of one 
entrusted with an opportunity to help provide such serv- 
ice in partnership with teachers, parents, students, inter- 
ested citizens, institutions, and public servants at all levels 
of government. 

Thomas Jefferson waged a war of eternal hostility 
against any form of tyranny over the mind of man. I con- 
sider educational deprivation the cruelest form of tyranny, 
and I call for all of us to unite in a practical, achievable 
effort to overcome such tyranny. 

Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 


Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4470. October 18, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Drug abuse remains one of the most persistent and se- 
rious problems in the United States today. It affects every 
segment of our society and every region of our country. 

We have learned that there is no one answer to the drug 
problem. Drug abuse prevention requires a balanced ap- 
proach by law enforcement agencies, research and treat- 
ment by all levels of government and full support in the 
private sector. 

We have made great progress in combating drug abuse. 
With the help of States, local governments and community 
groups, the Federal government has developed programs 
to control the drug supply through law enforcement and to 
reduce the demand for drugs through treatment, research 
and prevention. The United States has also initiated ex- 
tensive negotiations with other countries in an attempt to 
develop international cooperation to control the flow of 
illicit drug traffic. 

To be truly effective, however, drug abuse prevention 
must begin at the community level, by the creation of pos- 
itive environments which reduce the conditions leading to 
drug abuse. Communities across the country have recog- 
nized this need and have initiated programs involving 
adults and young people working together to improve 
their communities and to provide services for their people. 
The keystone for these programs is the creative involve- 
ment of youth and the cooperation of adults. The impor- 
tant goal is drug abuse prevention. 


Now, THEREFORE, I, GeraLp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate and 
proclaim the week beginning October 17, 1976, as Drug 
Abuse Prevention Week. 


I call upon officials at every level of government, upon 
educators, law enforcement officers, medical professionals 
and communicators, upon the business community, civic 
groups and the clergy of every denomination, and upon 
all who bear the trust of community leadership to rededi- 
cate themselves to the prevention of drug abuse in 
America. 

I ask for the creative thinking and planning of all our 
citizens either in establishing drug abuse programs in com- 
munities where none now exist or in reaffirming their sup- 
port of currently active programs. 


In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord 
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nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and first. 
GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:44 p.m., 
October 18, 1976] 


Remarks by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary on 
Remarks Made by Gen. George S. Brown During a 
Recent Interview. October 18, 1976 


The President has reviewed the material made public 
today by the Defense Department concerning General 
Brown’s interview. The President also has discussed the 
matter with Secretary Rumsfeld. The President made it 
clear to Secretary Rumsfeld that he does not agree with 
the General’s poor choice of words in portions of the 
interview. 

Based on General Brown’s statement issued today and 
Secretary Rumsfeld’s news conference, the President con- 
siders the matter closed. 


NoTE: For the President’s remarks in response to a question at his 
news conference of October 20, 1976, see page 1543 of this issue. 


Point Reyes National Seashore 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 8002, a Bill 
Designating Additional Acreage of the Seashore as Part 
of the National Wilderness System. October 19, 1976 


For millions of Americans in California and stretching 


‘far beyond, Point Reyes represents a wonderful haven 


where one can rest at peace with the land and the sea. 
I take great pleasure in signing special legislation that 
designates over 25,000 acres of Point Reyes National Sea- 
shore as part of the Nation’s Wilderness System. By offi- 
cially becoming part of the Wilderness System, Point 
Reyes will be preserved in its natural beauty not only for 
this generation but for many generations to come. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 8002) is Public Law 94-544, 
approved October 18, 1976. : 


Designation of Eugene O’Neill’s 
Home and Property as a 
National Historic Site 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 2398 Into Law. 
October 19, 1976 


One of the finest tributes that a country can pay to its 
giants in art and literature is to erect living memorials to 
their names. 

Eugene O’Neill will always be a giant of American 
literature, so I take special pleasure in signing legislation 
establishing his home and property near Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, as a national historic site and as a home for the 
performing arts. 


Eugene O’Neill was dedicated to the theatre. This park 
will remind Americans for years to come not only of his 
contributions but those of many other artists who have 
added immeasurably to the wisdom and pleasure of all 
mankind. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 2398) is Public Law 94-539, ap- 
proved October 18, 1976. 


Congaree Swamp, South Carolina 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 11891, a 
Bill Designating Certain Areas of the Swamp as a 
National Monument. October 19, 1976 


Early in its history the southeastern United States was 
covered with forests, but the remarkable industrial prog- 
ress in that area along with many logging operations has 
now changed much of the landscape. The greatest remain- 
ing concentration of virgin hardwood forests in river- 
bottom land is now the Congaree Swamp, not far away 
from Columbia, South Carolina. 


I am pleased to sign into law special legislation that will 
designate 15,000 acres of the hardwood forest in Congaree 
Swamp as a national monument. By officially coming 
within the National Park System, this forest and its unique 
ecological system will be preserved not just for this gener- 
ation but for many generations to come. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 11891) is Public Law 94-545, 
approved October 18, 1976. 
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Expansion of the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 11455 Into 
Law. October 19, 1976 


Since its establishment almost a decade ago, the In- 
diana Dunes National Seashore has provided a wide 
range of recreational opportunities for people and an ex- 
cellent habitat for plants and wildlife along the south- 
eastern shore of Lake Michigan. 


Yet, the Indiana Dunes has also been a point of con- 
troversy, because many people recognized that in preserv- 
ing the unique qualities of the area, many lands nearby 
also needed protection. 


I am pleased to sign into law special legislation that 
will expand the acreage of Indiana Dunes by over one- 
third. This is a welcome step in our efforts to increase the 
recreational opportunities and improve the quality of life 
for the American people. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 11455) is Public Law 94-549, 
approved October 18, 1976. 


AMVETS Award to the President 


The President’s Remarks Upon Receiving the Golden 
Helmet Award in the Rose Garden. October 19, 1976 


Mr. Commander, Doris Shrake, Paul Welch, distin- 
guished guests, previous commanders and others: 

As you were speaking of the Hewitt-Madigan Post, it 
brought back many fine memories of my many opportuni- 
ties to get together with my former comrades in that post 
and my long association with that particular organization 
in the AMVETS. And I thank you, and I hope you will 
transmit it to them, my appreciation for that opportunity 
over the years. 


I am also, Mr. Commander, deeply grateful for this 
honor this morning. As a life member of the AMVETS, 
it’s a very special privilege and pleasure to receive the 
Golden Helmet Award, the finest tribute you can pay to 
a President of the United States. I thought I was very for- 
tunate back in 1971, Commander, to have gotten the 
Silver Helmet Award. And then to have this—it really 
overwhelms me, and I can’t express adequately my ap- 
preciation. 

I have always held the AMVETS in the highest re- 
gard, because I know from personal experience that or- 
ganization has never faltered—or wavered, I might add— 
in your support for a strong, sturdy America. 


There have been times during our recent history—and 
I cite the period of the Vietnam war as an example— 
when many of our fellow citizens, I think, conscientiously, 
grew weary of our leadership role and wanted to sharply 
reduce America’s presence and strength throughout the 
world. 

Fortunately, these voices never really prevailed. The 
Congress regrettably listened too much, and our defense 
budgets were cut too much, but over the years we man- 
aged to maintain a military force capable of meeting any 
threat to our security, and we continue to be a forceful 
leader in international diplomacy today. 

And today, the pendulum is swinging back the other 
way, I am glad to report. As I travel about the country— 
and perhaps as you travel about the country—I find grow- 
ing public support for our Armed Forces and a growing 
public awareness that in order to keep the peace, we must 
be willing to invest in a first-class fighting force. That 
growing support is due in no small measure to the un- 
flagging devotion of organizations such as the AMVETS, 
through lean years as well as good years, and I am proud 
to salute you and all of those associated with you. 

But I rapidly say, we must not be lulled into compla- 
cency so that we make wrong decisions today when the 
penalties will be great tomorrow. There still remains an 
insistent cry that we slash billions and billions of dollars 
from our defense budget in order to pay for a galaxy of 
new social programs, that we withdraw our forces from 
many places in the world, and that we bargain differently 
with our adversaries. 

Let me be very blunt. Those who preach to us that we 
must slash billions of dollars from our military forces fail 
to understand that our Armed Forces are the bulwark of 
freedom throughout the world. America will be free only 
as long as America is strong. 

Those who preach to us about withdrawing our mili- 
tary forces from around the globe fail to understand that 
America’s presence and America’s continuing commit- 
ment to our allies is the single greatest force in the world 
today. Only so long as other nations can rely upon our 
firmness and steadiness will world peace remain intact. 

And finally, those who preach to us that we must be 
tougher with our adversaries while simultaneously cutting 
our defense budget totally fail to understand international 
diplomacy. If the day ever comes when America goes 
back to the bargaining table with one hand tied behind 
her back, she will return not on her feet but on her knees. 

If I may, I would like to borrow a line from Adlai 
Stevenson in another campaign, 24 years ago. He said, 
“Let’s talk sense to the American people. Let’s tell them 
the truth. There are no gains without pains.” 

The truth is that in today’s world we are at peace only 
because we are strong and we are willing to pay the price 
of a mighty military force. We are at peace only because 
we are firmly committed to our friends and to our allies 
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and we are at peace today only because we are firm and 
determined in dealing with our adversaries. 

So long as I am President, and so long as the AMVETS 
and many other Americans prevail—and I think we will— 
we will never succumb to the voices of those who would 
reduce our capability to deter aggression and to maintain 
the peace. 

Mr. Commander, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart, again, for your award. And I look forward to 
working with you and to your associates and to your 
successors in the days ahead. 

Thank you very, very much. 
note: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. In his opening remarks 
he referred to Thomas J. McDonough, national commander, and 


Paul C. Welch, past national commander, AMVETS, and Doris 
Shrake, national president, AMVETS Auxiliary. 


Legacy of Parks Program 


Announcement of Transfer of Seven Parcels of Land for 
Park and Recreation Use Under the Program. 
October 19, 1976 


The President today announced the transfer of 7 addi- 
tional parcels of federally owned land in 7 States to cities, 
counties, and States under the President’s Legacy of 
Parks program. The 7 properties total 432 acres with an 
estimated value of $2,178,000. 

The announcement today brings to 646 the total num- 
ber of properties that have been transferred to all 50 
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and the District of Columbia since the program’s 
inception in 1971. The 646 properties represent 82,591 
acres of land with a market value of $242,714,076. 


The Economy 


Statement by the President on the Release of New 
Economic Data. October 19, 1976 


I am extremely pleased by today’s announcement that 
housing starts totaled over 1.8 million units, at an annual 
rate, in September—up over 17 percent from August and 


_ up almost 40 percent from September of 1975. Housing 


permits in September and new home sales in August also 
show healthy increases. 

This is excellent news for the construction industry and 
illustrates the increasing confidence of builders and home 
buyers in the strength of the underlying economic recovery. 


The preliminary GNP data released today indicated 
that the economy grew at an annual rate of 4.0 percent 
in the third quarter. While this indicates that the pause 
in the recovery has continued for two quarters, it should 
be noted that the figures on overall production mask some 
promising news. The overall growth rate was held down 
by a decline in inventory accumulation. However, final 
sales to consumers, investors, and governments rose by 4.4 
percent compared to 4.2 percent in the second quarter 
and 3.7 percent in the first quarter. These figures indicate 
a greater willingness to spend on the part of consumers 
and businessmen and, like the housing starts data, indi- 
cate growing confidence in the durability of the recovery. 

As I indicated last Thursday—and today’s news sup- 
ports it—my advisers in this area expect a resumption of 
the rate of growth of GNP in October, November, and 
December of over 5 percent and probably closer to 6 
percent. They expect that same rate of growth in 1977. 


Veto of Agricultural Resources 
Conservation Bill 


The President’s Memorandum of Disapproval. Dated 
October 19, 1976. Released October 20, 1976 


I am withholding my approval from S. 2081, the 
“Agricultural Resources Conservation Act of 1976.” 

S. 2081 would have required the Federal Govern- 
ment—the Soil Conservation Service of the Department 
of Agriculture—to appraise the land, water and related 
resources of the Nation, and to develop a plan and ad- 
minister a program for the use of private and non-Federal 
lands. 


I have several objections to S. 2081. The bill would 
set the stage for the creation of a large and costly bureauc- 
racy to “cooperate” with State and local governments 
and private landowners in an attempt to insure land use 
in compliance with the master plan. Too often Federal 
“cooperation”—when accompanied by vast amounts of 
Federal dollars and a large bureaucracy—becomes Fed- 
eral “direction.” 


I am not opposed to providing technical assistance to 
those who need it. The Federal Government, including 
the Soil Conservation Service, already does a great deal 
in the management and protection of our natural re- 
sources. My 1977 budget proposal called for outlays in 
excess of $11 billion for these programs. Included in that 
amount is over $400 million for the very program ad- 
ministered by the Soil Conservation Service to which this 
bill is directed. 
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In addition, the bill would subject the President’s state- 
ment of policy—a document that would be used in fram- 
ing Executive Branch budget requests for this program— 
to a 60-day review period during which either House of 
Congress may disapprove the statement of policy by sim- 
ple resolution. This would be contrary to the general prin- 
ciple of separation of power whereby Congress enacts laws 
but the President and the agencies of government execute 
them. Furthermore, it would violate Article I, section 7 
which requires that resolutions having the force of law 
be sent to the President for his signature or veto. 

In summary, S. 2081 would violate the principles of 
fiscal responsibility, minimum Federal regulation, sepa- 
ration of powers, and constitutional government, and ac- 
cordingly, I withhold my approval. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 19, 1976. 


Loan Guarantees for Construction of 
Municipal Waste Water 
Treatment Plants 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 3894 Into 
Law. October 20, 1976 


I have signed S. 3894, a bill to provide loan guarantees 
for construction of municipal waste water treatment 
plants. 

Under my administration, we have been pursuing a 
massive program to clean up the Nation’s waterways, and 
progress has been heartening. In the municipal area, this 
administration obligated over $4 billion for waste treat- 
ment plants last year and expects to obligate from $5 to 
$6 billion in the current fiscal year. From these efforts, 
rivers, lakes, and coastal waters across the country are 
being cleaned up, and fishing, boating, and other recrea- 
tional areas are being opened up across the country. 

Despite the progress that is being made, some commu- 
nities face difficulties in raising the local share of funds for 
waste water treatment plant construction. I believe strong- 
ly that local governments must be a financial partner in 
this program and strongly oppose Federal financing of 
some treatment plant projects at 100 percent, as some have 
proposed. 

The loan guarantees authorized by this bill will be 
available to communities only when they are unable to 
obtain sufficient credit on reasonable terms without a 
guarantee, and only when EPA determines there is a rea- 
sonable assurance of repayment of the loan. The Secretary 


of the Treasury will determine whether financing is avail- 
able at reasonable rates. The Federal Financing Bank will 
loan the funds to a locality, and EPA will guarantee pay- 
ment of that loan. EPA could charge fees for its expenses 
in reviewing an application and for the issuance of a com- 
mitment to make a guarantee. 

This legislation will assure that no community is pre- 
vented from participating in the municipal clean water 
campaign solely because of short-term inability to obtain 
financing. This is particularly important since communi- 
ties must meet regulatory requirements under the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act. The bill I have signed will 
assure that communities will be able to finance projects 
without increasing the proportionate Federal share 
through grants. 


note: As enacted, the bill (S. 3894) is Public Law 94-558, ap- 
proved October 19, 1976. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
OCTOBER 20, 1976 


THe Present. Won't you all sit down. 

It is easier to get in the Rose Garden. I guess we had 
better go back to it. We just had a doorknob break off. 
[Laughter] 

Q. That is a sign of the times. 

THE Present. You can’t blame that on me. 

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press International]? 


ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING PRESIDENT ForD AND 
WATERGATE INVESTIGATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, regardless of the allegations of in- 
fluences at the time, and in view of the long national 
nightmare we went through, do you have any regrets, 
any remorse for the role that you played in helping to 
block the first investigation of one of the worst White 
House scandals in history? And I have a follow-up. 

Tue Presipent. I don’t believe what I did in working 
with the Republican members of the House Committee 
on Banking and Currency was a blocking of an investiga- 
tion of Watergate. I did that because the Republican 
members of that committee specifically asked me to get 
them together, 

Now, what that committee would have done was, as I 
understood it, to investigate a very limited part of certain 
campaign activities, It didn’t have any intention or have 
any program to do anything beyond that. So what I did 
was at the request of the responsible people on the Bank- 
ing and Currency Committee, And under the circum- 
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stances, as I knew it then, I think I would do exactly the 
same thing. 


PossIBILITY OF PARDON FOR CERTAIN WATERGATE 
FicuRES 


Q. Well, Mr. President, there also is a widespread spec- 
ulation that you may pardon Mitchell, Haldeman, and 
Ehrlichman, which is all part of the same package. Is 
there any validity to that? 

Tue Preswent. There is absolutely no validity what- 
soever to that rumor. In fact, you are the first one that’s 
raised it with me. So I want you to know it and I want 
everybody else to know it: There is no credence whatso- 
ever to it. 

Ms. Lewine [Frances Uewine, Associated Press]. 


CoMMENTS BY CLARENCE KELLEY AND GEN, Georce S. 
BROWN 


Q. Mr. President, in the past week, two top men in 
your administration, FBI Chief Clarence Brown and Gen- 
eral George—I mean Clarence Kelley and Genera: George 
Brown, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff—have come 
under criticism for their comments involving curbs on the 
press and aid to Israel. And I want to know—you haven’t 
made any comment on this—what is your view of this 
incident? And if you are elected, would you keep these 
two men in these responsible jobs? 


Tue Preswent. I am glad that the Counsel of the 
White House, through the Attorney General, did stop 
what I understood was to be a speech by Clarence Kelley. 
From what I know about the speech, I think it would have 
been ill-advised and would not reflect the views of Presi- 
dent Ford in his relationship with the press. 


Now, General Brown had an interview 6 or 8 months 
ago. It was released at a time when I am certain that 
General Brown didn’t anticipate it would be released, 
and it was released in part, not in whole. 


General Brown, after consulting with Secretary of De- 
fense Rumsfeld, did appear before the press—both of 
them—and explained the entire context of the interview. 
And the total interview would lead any reasonable person 
to a different interpretation than the excerpts that were 
taken from it and were released to the press. 


Now I happen to believe General Brown, and I have 
reviewed the whole text of that interview myself. Some of 
those statements were impudent (imprudent) and were 
ill-advised, and I certainly don’t believe that General 
Brown, in that position, ought to make those kind of com- 
ments in several instances, But I also don’t believe it was 
fair in the prospective or released text, that certain ex- 
cerpts should be taken, and several of them taken out of 
context. 


Now General Brown was just recommended by me and 
he was confirmed by the Senate for a 2-year term as Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs. I would expect him to stay. 
He has a superb military record—35 years of devoted 
service in wartime—and I think he has been a fine Chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. But he made one or two 
ill-advised statements, and I hope and trust that he won’t 
do it again. 

Q. Mr. President, you would keep both him and Mr. 
Kelley in their jobs? 

THE Preswent. Yes, because I think Clarence Kelley 
has taken a very serious situation in the FBI—I think 
he straightened it out—and I think he is a person that 
all of us can have trust in as far as the job as the Director 
of the FBI. 


PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN THEMES 


Q. Mr. President, at your last news conference you said 
that the campaign to date had been, quoting you, “mired 
in questions that have little bearing on the future of this 
Nation,” and that you would try to elevate the level of 
the discourse from there on. Subsequently, you seemed to 
be preoccupied with suggesting that Mr. Carter was a 
dissembler and again to use your words, “an individual 
who waivers, wanders, wiggles, and waffles,” and your 
campaign organization has sponsored reproductions in ad- 
vertisements of the front cover of Playboy Magazine. Is 
that what you meant by elevating the level of the dis- 
course? 

THe Preswent. I think it is graphic and accurate to 
say that Mr. Carter does waiver, wander, wiggle, and 
waffle. There are plenty of illustrations, as a matter of 
fact, that that’s true. Now the language is a little graphic, 
but there is nothing personal about it. I didn’t attack his 
integrity or anything close to that. 

Now Mr. Carter did have an interview in Playboy 
Magazine. I haven’t looked at the magazine. I am sure 
there are about 7 million Americans, I understand, who 
will look at it and will probably read the article. [Laughter] 
But I reiterate what I said once before: I turned down 
an invitation by Playboy Magazine to have an interview 
such as Mr. Carter did. These are all factual statements, 
either by myself, or a factual statement as to an interview 
that he had in a certain magazine. 


Aras Boycott AGAINST CERTAIN AMERICAN BUSINESSES 


Q. Mr. President, Mr. Carter yesterday said that if he 
was elected, he would end the Arab oil boycott. I wonder 
if you consider this a legitimate matter: 

Tue Presment. You mean the Arab oil embargo or 
the Arab boycott? 

Q. The Arab boycott on Israel—I misspoke. I wonder 
if you consider this a legitimate objective, and if you would 
like to do the same thing? 
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Tue Presment. The Ford administration is the only 
administration since 1952, when the Arab boycott went 
into effect, that has done anything in the executive branch 
of the government. Now Mr. Carter says that he would 
end it—very short sentence. I resent the inference of that. 
The Arab boycott was initiated in 1952. In effect, he is 
saying that President Eisenhower didn’t do anything, that 
President Kennedy didn’t do anything about it, that Presi- 
dent Johnson didn’t do anything about it, President Nixon 
didn’t do anything about it, and he infers I haven’t. Of 
course he is inaccurate there. But I resent that he is chal- 
lenging those other four Presidents—Eisenhower, Ken- 
nedy, Johnson, and Nixon—because I know they opposed 
the Arab boycott just as much as I do and as much as Mr. 
Carter does. And I wonder how anybody can be so naive 
as to say in one sentence that he is going to do something 
that four other outstanding individuals didn’t do, even 
though they opposed the same thing. And I think it is 
ridiculous for him to make that kind of an allegation. 


VicE-PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE ROBERT DOLE 


Q. Mr. President, since your nomination, your decision 
to choose Robert Dole as Vice President has been one of 
the most important ones you’ve had to make. His record, 
both during the campaign and in Congress, has been one 
of extreme partisanship; for example, in his support of 
nominations to the Supreme Court of Haynsworth and 
Carswell and his actions on the Watergate investigation. 

What can you point to in his career that shows that he 
has that judgment, that initiative, and that leadership 
that Americans are looking for in a Vice President and a 
potential President? 

THE Present. He served in the House of Represent- 
atives and in the United States Senate, I think, for 16 
years. I believe his record as a Representative and as a 
Senator is an excellent record. In fact, it’s a record of 
longer tenure than Senator Mondale. 

So on that basis, he is better qualified than Senator 
Mondale. They have different philosophies. Mondale is a 
very liberal Senator, and Dole is a moderate-to-conserv- 
ative. But I think Bob Dole, on the basis of his record of 
service in the Congress, is fully qualified io be Vice 
President. 


Jimmy CartTer’s INTERVIEW IN PLayBoy MAGAZINE 


Q. Mr. President, if I could go back to that Playboy 
interview for a moment, sir. If you haven’t read it or seen 
Playboy, why do you think it is fair to criticize Mr. Carter 
about it? 

Tue Present. I have read the article. I haven’t read 
it in the magazine. 

Q. Well, if I could follow up on that, when you criti- 
cize him, is it because you specifically disagree with some 


things that he said in that, or is it because of the political 
benefit that a person might be expected to get in criticizing 
Playboy Magazine? 

THE Present. I don’t know why Mr. Carter agreed 
to the interview. That is not for me to judge. That was a 
decision made by him. I don’t think a President of the 
United States ought to have an interview in a magazine 
that has that format. It’s a personal conviction. 


Measures To Enp Aras Boycott 


Q. Mr. President, a moment ago, when you were talking 
about the Arab boycott, you were accusing Mr. Carter 
of inferring that previous Presidents had done nothing 
about it, but you prefaced that with a statement that the 
Ford administration is the only one that had done any- 
thing about it since 1952. Aren’t you and Mr. Carter mak- 
ing the same accusations? 

THE PresivENT. I’ve done it. He says that he is go- 
ing to end it. I think the affirmative action that I’ve 
taken—and it has been proven, I think, helpful, because 
of what has transpired since, I think it was October 7, 
when the actual order was issued that would force com- 
panies who had participated to have their names re- 
vealed—lI think this will be a big difference. I hope it will. 

I am against that Arab boycott. But I repeat: I am the 
first President that has taken any affirmative action. And I 
think the way that Mr. Carter stated it was a reflection on 
previous Presidents who I know felt as strongly as he does 
that an Arab boycott is contrary to the philosophy that we 
as Americans have. 

Q. If you are saying that previous Presidents did nothing 
about it, aren’t you, in effect, making the same accusa- 
tion against them? 

Tue Preswent. No, I said he said they had not done 
anything about it. 

Q. You have said the Ford administration is the only 
one that has done anything. 

Tue Present. Anything that’s required that com- 
panies put their name on the line that they participated or 
had received information, that is correct. 


ArAB O1L EMBARGO 


Q. During your last debate with Jimmy Carter, Mr. 
Carter stated that if there was another Arab oil boycott, 
and he was President of the United States, he would break 
that boycott by countering it with a boycott of our own. 

Mr. President, do you think this is a realistic possi- 
bility? Could the United States break down an Arab oil 
boycott—or embargo, by penalizing them by refusing to 
sell materials to them? And secondly, even if it is realistic 
would it be in the best interest of the United States? 

Tue PresiwenT. My answer would be that I would not 
tolerate an Arab oil embargo. But I add very quickly, in 
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the current atmosphere, because of the leadership of the 
Ford administration, you aren’t going to have an Arab oil 
embargo. Let me tell you why. 

In 1973, we had the Yom Kippur war. That was set- 
tled. We had the Sinai I agreement, followed by the Sinai 
II agreement. 

This administration, in the Sinai II agreement, was able 
to expand the peace effort in the Middle East because 
the Arab nations on the one hand and Israel on the other 
trust the Ford administration. 

You won’t find among Arab nations today the same 
attitude that prevailed at the time of the Yom Kippur war, 
and you won’t find the possibilities of another Middle East 
war today that you had in 1973. So, the probabilities of 
an Arab oil embargo are virtually nil because of the lead- 
ership of this administration. 

Now, furthermore, I do not agree with the proposed 
recommendation of Mr. Carter, if there was one. He said 
he would cut off food, he would cut off trade, he would 
cut off military arms. I think we can avoid any Arab oil 
embargo and not have to resort to cutting off food that 
American farmers have produced and sell abroad in order 
to help our economy here at home. 


PRESIDENT’S VISION FOR AMERICA 


Q. Mr. President, many people are saying that the can- 
didates are showing no vision. What is your vision for 
America? 

THE PresweENT. My vision for America, first, is that 
we shall be a nation at peace, as we are today. My vision 
of the next 4 years is also that we will have a better qual- 
ity of life; that we will have our younger people having a 
better opportunity for quality education; that every per- 
son who wants a job will have a job; that the best health 
care will be available at prices people can afford; that we 
will have a record of safety and security in the streets of 
America for those 215 million Americans who ought to 
be able to walk in their community or any other part of 
the country without the threat of crime. My vision would 
also include an opportunity for greater recreation 
capability. 

In other words, peace, a job, better health, better edu- 
cation, no crime—or control over the criminal situation— 
and a better opportunity for recreation—those are the 
visions that I have. 


Q. Many people, though, are asking whether you 
truly have a vision for the underprivileged, whether you 
really care. 

Tue Preswent. When you say “a job for everybody 
who wants to work,” I think that certainly indicates that 
you have a deep concern for the people who are disad- 
vantaged, unemployed. 


OvutTcoME or NoveMBER 2 ELECTION 


Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you’ve made any wagers 
with your family, your friends, or your staff, about what 
the popular and electoral vote will be on November 2 and, 
if so, could you share them with us? 

Tue Present. I haven’t made any wagers with my 
family as to the outcome, but all of us—the four children, 
Betty, and myself—believe that when the votes are finally 
counted, the American people will want 4 years of the 
progress we’ve made in the last 2, and a better America 
during that period. But there are no wagers as to whether 
we are going to win or not. 


PROGRAMS FOR Minority Groups 


Q. Mr. President, the comment by Secretary Butz that 
led to his resignation was made in response to a question 
about the.commitment of this administration to blacks and 
other minorities. What is the commitment of this admin- 
istration? What plans do you have to expand the enter- 
ing into the society of blacks and other minorities in the 
next 4 years, if you are elected? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, we have a number of good pro- 
grams at the present time. We certainly will continue to 
enforce the Civil Rights Act that was passed when I was 
in Congress, which I supported. We will enforce it as to 
the right to vote, as to housing, as to the opportunities for 
minority business. We will cover the spectrum to make 
sure that any minority, not just blacks but any minority— 
Mexican-Americans, Chicanos, generally, blacks—all mi- 
norities in this country ought to be treated equitably and 
fairly, and they will under the existing laws as they have 
been for the last 2-plus years. 


Unirep States RELaTions WitH IsRAEL 


Q. Mr. President, Barry Goldwater has said that he 
agrees with General Brown in the sense that Israel is a 
military burden of the United States and that we may de- 
plete our own armories to supply Israel and that we may 
give Israel too many arms, too much arms. Is Israel a 
burden in your opinion, and will we deplete our own arms 
in giving Israel arms? 

THE Preswent. That is a very good question, and I 
would like to expand a bit in my response, if I might. The 
United States is dedicated to the security and survival of 
Israel. The 3 million Israelis—they’re a democratic state 
in an area where democracy doesn’t flourish. We have 
many, many good, firm, fine ties with the people and with 
the Government of Israel. I want that to be understood 
very clearly. 

Now, you have to look at the broad picture when you 
look at the United States and Israel’s military circum- 
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stances. At the time of the Yom Kippur war, the United 
States came immediately to the aid of Israel with substan- 
tial military hardware, military equipment. We drew down 
from our reserves in Western Europe, in the NATO forces, 
U.S. hardware that was sent to Israel. Now that was not 
an irreparable situation in NATO because in the interim, 
from 1973, we have virtually made up that drawdown. 
But for a period of time, one could say that the immediate 
needs of Israel in a crisis were a burden to the United 
States. 

On the other hand, since I have been President—Au- 
gust 9, 1974, to the present time—in order to make Israel 
strong militarily, the Ford administration has either 
granted or sold about $2!/, billion worth of military equip- 
ment to the State of Israel. And the net result is, today 
Israel is stronger militarily than it was prior to the Yom 
Kippur war because of the support of the Ford adminis- 
tration. So today Israel is not a burden militarily to the 
United States because of the forthright action of the Ford 
administration. 


So, you have to take the comments that have been made 
in the proper context. Israel is a strong ally who doesn’t 
want U.S. troops to be participants in any future military 
engagement there, because Israel is strong and the Ford 
administration has contributed significantly to making 
them strong. But in the 1973 Yom Kippur war, some 
emergency actions had to be taken. Now we have over- 
come it. Israel is strong; they are a good ally, and we are 
dedicated to their security and survival. 


PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN IssuES; FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
To CiTIEs 


Q. Mr. President, there has been a good deal of dis- 
cussion, sir, and concern that the issues discussed in the 
campaign have been too narrow, and you and Mr. Car- 
ter haven’t discussed a broad enough range of issues and 
that, frankly, very often during the debates, you have been 
rattling off pre-rehearsed answers to questions, regardless 
of the questions. How about that large question, and 
would you have any particular initiative for America’s 
troubled cities in another term? 

THE Preswent. Let me speak very forthrightly. I can’t 
speak for Mr. Carter, but we don’t anticipate what those 
questions are going to be from the members of the press. 
We answer them based on our knowledge or our experi- 
ence. And in my case, they are not pre-rehearsed, and 
any allegations to that effect just aren’t accurate. 

Now let me say this about the Ford administration and 
its reference to the needs and requirements of our major 
metropolitan areas: The Ford administration, with gen- 
eral revenue sharing, with the Community Development 
Act, Mass Transit Act, with the LEAA program and a 
number of other programs, has given more money to major 


metropolitan cities, to our big cities in this country, than 
any previous administration. That’s a fact. 

Now, the net result is sometimes those programs have 
overlapped. And so about 5 months ago, I asked the 
Secretary of HUD, Carla Hills, to head a Cabinet-level 
committee called the Committee on Urban Development 
and Neighborhood Revitalization. And some time—I hope 
maybe this week or next—we will have the Cabinet com- 
mittee’s recommendations so we can better utilize the 
vast amounts of money, the billions and billions of dol- 
lars that have gone from the Federal Treasury to our 
cities so that they will be better utilized. And I am looking 
forward to that report, I am looking forward to having it 
published, because I am told that it has some very good 
recommendations how we can better utilize what we are 
making available. 


CONGRESSIONAL WATERGATE INVESTIGATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, in addition to doing what you did 
in connection with the proposed Patman inquiry in 1972 
at the request of the Republican members of the Patman 
committee, were you also asked by either Mr. Nixon or 
by anyone acting for him on the White House Staff to do 
what you did? 

Tue Preswent. As I recall my testimony, John [John 
Osborne, The New Republic], before one—maybe both— 
committees, I said I had never been contacted by Presi- 
dent Nixon, by Mr. Ehrlichman, by Mr. Haldeman, or 
by Mr. Dean. And I said that I had virtually daily con- 
tact with Mr. Timmons, who was the head of the legisla- 
tive liaison office, but, to the best of my recollection, 
neither he nor anybody in his office asked me to take a 
hand in the Patman action or the ccmmittee action. That 
was my testimony in 1973; it’s my testimony, or my answer 
to your question today. 


DEFENSE BUDGET 


Q. Mr. President, you stated that Governor Carter once 
advocated a $15-billion cut in the defense budget. He said 
that’s not so, that he only wants to cut $5 billion or $7 bil- 
lion out and he wants to take it all out of waste. I would 
like to know, why don’t you join Governor Carter in com- 
ing out in favor of cutting that much waste out of the de- 
fense budget? 

Tue Presipent. First, the record is clear that on two 
occasions, Governor Carter did say—one in Savannah, 
Georgia, and one in Los Angeles—and he was quoted in 
reputable newspapers—that he would cut the defense 
budget $15 billion. 

Now it is true, according to what he says today, that 
he has gone from a $15-billion cut down to a $5- to $7- 
billion cut. I am glad to see that as he gets better educated 
in these matters, that he understands that you can’t do 
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that to the Defense Department and be strong enough to 
meet the challenges of the Soviet Union or anybody else. 

All right. The Ford administration, in January of this 
year, recommended to the Congress a military budget that 
called for spending—what we call obligation authority— 
of about $112.5 billion. We said that you could keep the 
military strong and keep the peace as we have it with that 
kind of a military budget, providing the Congress would 
take certain other actions to improve the efficiency and 
achieve economies in the Defense Department, and I 
think those proposed economies total about $4 billion. 

Now the Congress, when they got all through, only 
approved about a billion and a half to $2 billion of those 
economies that the Ford administration recommended for 
the Department of Defense. So we were on record in Jan- 
uary for some very specific economies, improved efficiency 
in the Defense Department. And the net result is, Congress 
wouldn’t go along with it. They wouldn’t change the laws. 
But we are going to send up a budget in January for the 
Defense Department that will provide for the necessary 
funding to keep the peace, but we will also send up the 
kind of economy, efficiency recommendations that we 
made last January. 

Reporter. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you all very much. How do you 
like the afternoon show? [Laughter] 
NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-ninth news conference was held at 


2 p.m. on Thursday, October 20, 1976, in the East Room at the 
White House. 


Arthritis, Diabetes, and Digestive 
Disease Amendments of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 2910 Into Law. 
October 20, 1976 


I have signed S. 2910, the Arthritis, Diabetes, and Di- 
gestive Disease Amendments of 1976. Arthritis, diabetes, 
and diseases of the digestive tract affect millions of Ameri- 
cans and claim an inestimable toll in human suffering and 
disability among our citizens and their families. 

A major purpose of S. 2910 is the establishment of na- 
tional advisory boards for diabetes and arthritis, and a 
National Commission on Digestive Diseases to develop a 
long-range plan for the control of digestive diseases. 

Since S. 2910 will clearly provide appropriate support 
of our efforts to solve the problems associated with these 
diseases, it has my enthusiastic endorsement. The state of 
the art study and development of the long-range plan by 
the National Commission on Digestive Diseases, for ex- 
ample, will be very helpful to the Department of Health, 


Education, and Welfare in planning its programs in ‘his 
area. 

The enactment of S. 2910 will aid the Government’s 
efforts to alleviate the problems of those afflicted with 
these serious and disabling diseases. I am happy to ap- 
prove it. 

NOTE: As enacted, the Arthritis, Diabetes, and Digestive Disease 


Amendments of 1976 (S. 2910) is Public Law 94-562, approved 
October 19, 1976. 


Amendment to the Bretton Woods 
Agreements Act 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 13955 Into 
Law. October 21,1976 


I have approved H.R. 13955, an act “to provide for 
amendment of the Bretton Woods Agreements Act, and 
for other purposes.” This legislation authorizes United 
States acceptance of amendments to the Articles of Agree- 
ment of the International Monetary Fund and United 
States consent to a proposed increase in its quota in the 
Fund. 

The reforms of the international monetary system which 
the United States accepts through these amendments are 
the culmination of years of debate and negotiation follow- 
ing the breakdown of the Bretton Woods par value system 
in 1971. This new international monetary system recog- 
nizes that development of stable underlying economic and 
financial conditions is an essential prerequisite to the 
achievement of international monetary stability. At the 
same time, the new system will provide the increased flex- 
ibility, resilience, and reliance on market mechanisms 
which today’s monetary relationships require, replacing 
the exchange rate rigidity and gold emphasis of the Bret- 
ton Woods system. 

In the post-World War II era, we have increasingly 
recognized the importance of a smoothly functioning in- 
ternational monetary system to American jobs, production, 
and growth, and to the maintenance of a prosperous and 
stable world economy. The attainment of the international 
economic as well as political and national security objec- 
tives of the United States depends in large measure on our 
success in maintaining a strong and healthy world econ- 
omy and that, in turn, requires a sound, smoothly function- 
ing, and equitable international monetary system. 

For all these reasons, I am especially pleased to sign into 
law this act to provide for amendment of the Bretton 
Woods Agreements Act. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 13955) is Public Law 94-564, 
approved October 19, 1976. 
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Immigration and Nationality Act 
Amendments of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 14535 Into 
Law. October 21,1976 


I have signed H.R. 14535, the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act Amendments of 1976. This legislation brings 
our immigration procedures for the Western Hemisphere 
into line with those for the Eastern Hemisphere. Among 
other things the enrolled bill would: 

* apply the preference system currently applicable to 
Eastern Hemisphere immigrants to natives of countries of 
the Western Hemisphere (with minor modifications) ; 

* apply the 20,000-per-country limit to countries of the 
Western Hemisphere; 

* make Western Hemisphere immigrants eligible for 
adjustment of status to that of lawful permanent residents 
on an equal basis with Eastern Hemisphere immigrants. 

* apply the labor certification requirements equally to 
immigrants native to both hemispheres; and 

* provide that Cuban refugees covered under the Cu- 
ban Refugee Act of 1966 will not be charged to the West- 
ern Hemisphere quota (of 120,000 per year). 

This legislation will also facilitate the reunification of 
Mexican-American families by giving preference to Mexi- 
can nationals who are close relatives of United States citi- 
zens or lawful permanent residents, or who have needed 
job skills. I am concerned, however, about one aspect of 
the legislation which has the effect of reducing the legal 
immigration into this country from Mexico. Currently 
about 40,000 natives of Mexico legally immigrate to the 
United States each year. This legislation would cut that 
number in half. 

The United States has a very special and historic rela- 
tionship with our neighbor to the south. In view of this 
special status we have with the Mexican Government and 
the Mexican people, I will submit legislation to the Con- 
gress in January to increase the immigration quotas for 
Mexicans desiring to come to the United States. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 14535) is Public Law 94—571, 
approved October 20, 1976. 


Rural Electrification Administration 
Technical Amendments Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 12207 Into 
Law. October 21, 1976 


The Rural Electrification Administration (REA) 
was established 41 years ago. At that time, only 10 per- 


cent of the farms had electricity. Now, 99 percent of 
America’s farms enjoy the convenience and use of many 
electric labor-saving devices in the production of food 
and fiber for all our citizens. Productivity increases in 
American agriculture and the reversal of the rural to 
urban migration are testimony to the beneficial change 
that rural America has experienced—which to a large 
extent is attributable to the improved availability of 
electricity. 

In helping to electrify rural America since 1935, REA 
has made and guaranteed $18 billion in loans. Signifi- 
cantly, during this current fiscal year, REA expects to 
make $3.5 billion in electric loan guarantees. The fact that 
only $44,000 has been written off over these four decades 
is indicative of the conscientious effort not only to admin- 
ister the program soundly, but to assure that the taxpayer's 
money is secure. 

The REA revolving fund and guaranteed loan program, 
established in 1973, is also being used effectively to help 
alleviate the energy shortage through the participation of 
REA borrowers, along with the investor-owned utilities, 
in the construction of new electric generation plants. 

I have signed H.R. 12207, the rural electrification act 
amendments. This act corrects some inequities that crept 
into the comprehensive 1973 changes in the Rural Elec- 
trification Act. The combined efforts of my administra- 
tion, the national associations of electric and telephone 
borrowers, and the Congress, in developing badly needed 
corrective legislation is a demonstration of the kind of 
cooperation and leadership that can make a program re- 
sponsive to the needs of our people and the Nation. 

The bill I have signed will save the U.S. Treasury $42 
million in unnecessary interest subsidies in the 5-year, 
fiscal 1977-1981 period by changing the criteria estab- 
lishing eligibility for 2 percent electric and telephone loans. 
The act also transfers some $456 million of unobligated 
funds from the 1973 appropriation into the Rural Elec- 
trification and Telephone Revolving Fund where it can 
be used for insured loans, subject to limitations established 
by the Congress. 

These amendments to the REA legislation will help 
make a good program even more effective. 


Note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 12207) is Public Law 94-570, 
approved October 20, 1976. 


Visual Television Aids for Americans 
With Hearing Impairments 


Statement by the President. October 21, 1976 


Millions of Americans suffer from hearing defects, a 
disability which affects more persons than visual impair- 
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ment, heart disease, or any other chronic physical ailment. 

A substantial percentage of the over 13 million Ameri- 
cans who suffer hearing impairment are unable to fully 
enjoy television as an entertainment and information me- 
dium due to their disability. And yet television is a primary 
source of entertainment in our Nation. 


The Public Broadcasting System has pioneered the de- 
velopment of a system to subtitle commercial television 
entertainment programs so that persons who have de- 
coders can see printed words on their television screens. 
Those viewers without decoders would have no disruption 
of their television pictures in any way. 


With the cooperation of the Nation’s television broad- 
casters, the producers of entertainment programs, the ad- 
vertising community, equipment manufacturers, and 
others, I believe we can bring about the voluntary imple- 
mentation of a closed-captioning system. To that end, I 
have asked the Director of the Office of Telecommunica- 
tions Policy to meet at the earliest opportunity with appro- 
priate persons in the public and private sector to encour- 
age the voluntary implementation of a closed-captioning 
system. 


It is my strong conviction that every American should 
have the opportunity to participate fully in and enjoy 
the great entertainment and information sources we as a 
nation have to offer. 


Interim Report of the President’s 
Committee on Urban Development 
and Neighborhood Revitalization 


Statement by the President. October 21, 1976 


I welcome the interim report from Secretary Hills and 
the President’s Committee on Urban Development and 
Neighborhood Revitalization. This report reflects a real- 
istic, common-sense, practical assessment of the urban 
condition. It is straight talk—not vague or empty political 
promises. 

This report clearly shows that the plight of many older 
cities results from a combination of complex and inter- 
related forces: not enough jobs, too many needy and poor, 
crime and the fear of crime, and deteriorating housing and 
property values. These basic problems, in turn, have 
brought about declines in the tax base and higher costs of 
public services, which result in inadequate schools, less 
police and fire protection, and overcrowded mass trans- 
portation. In many cases, conflicting Federal and State 


programs and redtape have contributed to the plight of 
cities by undermining effective local political leadership. 

But the conclusion of the report is optimistic. Secretary 
Hills and her colleagues found that: There is a dynamic 
spirit of self-help at work in practically all American cities. 
The people of the cities are self-reliant and eager to come 
to grips with their own problems. Their leaders, for the 
most part, are looking for help in developing local solu- 
tions—not for political promises of magic remedies from 
Washington. The people of urban neighborhoods are tak- 
ing the initiative in solving their own problems under their 
own control. 

Secretary Hills’ report recommends ways we can better 
utilize the billions of dollars the Federal Government in- 
vests in the cities each year. We will carefully study these 
proposals for inclusion in my legislative proposals to the 
new Congress. 

Since I took office 2 years ago, my administration has 
followed a clear urban policy: to provide the cities and 
their neighborhoods a fair share of Federal resources and 
the opportunity and flexibility to solve their own prob- 
lems and manage their own growth and progress. To carry 
out this policy, here are some of the things this adminis- 
tration has done and will continue to do: 

1. General Revenue Sharing. This is the most impor- 
tant program of Federal assistance to local governments in 
American history. Since 1972, we have returned to cities, 
counties, towns, communities, and States $30.2 billion to 
assist the people in meeting public needs. This program has 
already helped our cities immensely, and the general rev- 
enue sharing extension, which I signed last week, will pro- 
vide $25.6 billion more for these purposes over the next 
334 years. 

2. Community Development. Less than 2 weeks after 
I became President I was proud to sign the landmark 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974. 
Through this act we have provided $8.6 billion in block 
grants to American communities for use as they see fit in 
meeting their local community development needs. 

3. Housing. My goal is a home for every American fam- 
ily in a safe and clean environment. To reach that goal, I 
will continue economic policies to hold down inflation, 
allow interest rates to drop, and restrain pressures for in- 
creases in housing costs. Further evidence that these pol- 
icies are succeeding is provided by the recently announced 
reduction in the interest rate on mortgage loans insured 
or guaranteed by the Federal Government. This rate is 
now lower than it has been since April 1975, making it 
easier for middle-income families to become homeowners. 
I have also recommended reductions in downpayment re- 
quirements on FHA-insured loans. 

4. Transportation. There must be swift and convenient 
transportation within and into our cities and communi- 
ties. We have provided severai billion dollars in Federal 
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funds as our part in the working partnership with State 
and local governments to provide urban transportation. 

5. Crime. I am determined to lead a Federal, State, 
local, and community effort to make the streets and homes 
of America safe for every man, woman, and child. We 
must get the career criminals off the streets and into jails. 
We can do this with the certain sentences for Federal 
crimes I have proposed to Congress as a model for State 
and local governments. One of my top priorities in the first 
100 days of the new term will be to rally all America 
behind Federal anti-crime legislation. 


6. Jobs. I am dedicated to the principle that every 
American who wants a job can find a job. Millions of 
Americans have been trained through the CETA pro- 
gram and other Federal programs; but we need to do 
more. Last January, I proposed a job creation program in 
high unemployment areas, but Congress failed to act. We 
must also find a way to provide for young Americans the 
training and experience they need to practice a trade or a 
craft or a practical business skill. We must put all of Amer- 
ica to work. 


7, Education. The goal of my administration is a quality 
education for every young American. We need reforms in 
Federal and State education procedures to make certain 
that teachers can spend more time teaching instead of fill- 
ing out government forms. We need diversity and compe- 
tition in education. We need to preserve our nonpublic 
schools and to make our public schools better. 


8. Neighborhoods. My policy toward the cities recog- 
nizes and will build upon a great source of strength: the 
rich variety of urban neighborhoods—neighborhoods 
where Americans have built family, personal, cultural, 
economic, religious, and political relationships that form 
true communities. This is the American tradition at its 
best. And we will work with citizen groups throughout the 
country to preserve and improve the quality of life in these 
neighborhoods. 


9. Vigorous Economy. Most of all, our cities and neigh- 
borhoods need a strong and growing economy, a healthy 
growth in useful productive jobs in private industry, and 
control of inflation. I will continue my commitment to 
combat inflation, to restore an orderly, steady growth to 
the American economy. 


Finally, our cities and their neighborhoods will not 
flourish nor fail because of what is done by Washington. 
Their success depends on what the people in the cities, and 
their leaders, do for themselves. They are succeeding and 
will continue to do so as long as honest and realistic solu- 
tions are arrived at locally and supported nationally. I in- 
tend to see that this support is applied with wisdom, imag- 
ination, and prudence but, above all, with a conviction 
that our cities are irreplaceable resources which shall never 
be abandoned. 


Interim Report of the President’s 
Committee on Urban Development 
and Neighborhood Revitalization 


The President’s Remarks Concerning the Report. 
October 21, 1976 


Secretary Hills: 


I am pleased to announce today that I have received 
from Secretary Hills the interim report of the President’s 
Committee on Urban Development and Neighborhood 
Revitalization. The report deals forthrightly with the prob- 
lems of our cities and the strengths of their neighborhoods. 

It is a direct result of a White House meeting held 
last May which included city officials and neighborhood 
and community leaders who have been concerned with 
the revitalization of our cities and their neighborhoods. 
Secretary Hills and her colleagues recommend positive 
steps toward consolidating and improving Federal pro- 
grams and involving citizens in local decisionmaking. 

The people of many of our Nation’s urban neighbor- 
hoods and their elected officials have taken the initiative 
in solving the problems of neighborhood revitalization. 
Our best course of action—certainly our best course of 
action in the future is to provide as much support as pos- 
sible for responsible community and neighborhood lead- 
ers to preserve and to improve the quality of life in our 
Nation’s neighborhoods. 

I want to compliment and congratulate Secretary Hills 
for being Chairman of this group and congratulate her 
on the fine job that she and her associates have done in 
this report. 

I’d like Secretary Hills now, if she would, to please 
brief you on the report. 

Secretary Hills. 

Secretary Hixxs. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much, Carla. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:32 a.m. in the Briefing Room 
at the White House. 

Following the ‘President’s remarks, Carla Hills, Secretary of Hous- 


ing and Urban Development, held a news briefing on the report for 
reporters. 


Federal Council on the Aging 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Five Members of the Council. October 21, 1976 


Secretary Lynch, Dr. Flemming, members of the Federal 
Council on Aging, and a very special and distinguished 
guest: 


Volume 12—Number 43 








” 


7 Faas? Ff aw 


rT oO 


r 


a 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 1551 


I would particularly like to welcome Mr. Blackistone, 
who is 105 years old. We hope you have many more 
opportunities and occasions to join us here at-the White 
House. 

Let me welcome to the White House this morning for 
this swearing in the five members of the Federal Council 
on the Aging. The sixth member, the honorable Bertha 
Adkins, who is the Chairperson of the Council is being 
sworn in at this time in Augusta, Maine, where she is 
addressing Governor Jim Longley’s Conference on Aging. 
And I just learned that she had a problem with some 
inclement weather, and she had to drive several hundred 
miles to make it. So, Bertha hasn’t changed. She is a driver 
and a goer. 

In the 2 years since its foundation, the Council has made 
very substantial contributions to the well-being of our 
older Americans, particularly in making recommenda- 
tions designed to improve tax policy and coordinate bene- 
fit programs for our older citizens. 

Earlier this year I had the opportunity to call to the 
attention of all Americans one of the Council’s most sig- 
nificant achievements, the Bicentennial Charter for Older 
Americans. The charter is a bill of rights for America’s 
senior citizens, a testament of our Nation’s heartfelt con- 
cern for our older citizens. 

It has been said that history judges a society on how 
well it cares for its older citizens. In America in recent 
years, the Federal Council on Aging has led the way to 
a record of solid progress in helping many of our older 
citizens lead independent, satisfying, and healthy lives. 

Since the 1971 White House Conference on Aging first 
focused national attention on the problems and the con- 
cerns of older citizens, social security benefits have risen 
by 50 percent, a new national network of State and area 
agencies on the aging has been established, nutrition proj- 
ects for the elderly have been established and are now 
serving over 300,000 hot meals each day, special housing 
programs for older Americans have also been set up 
around the country. 

This is a good start, but our efforts on behalf of older 
Americans have only begun. Our first priority must be to 
protect the retirement income of older Americans. Infla- 
tion, which hits those on fixed incomes the hardest, is the 
foremost threat to the stability and the value of retirement 
income. We have cut inflation in half, but if our older 
citizens are to fully enjoy their later years, it must be cut 
further, and it will. 

We must, of course, strengthen the financial underpin- 
nings of the social security system. Congress adjourned 
without acting on proposals I submitted, which would 
have ensured the fiscal integrity of the system. I will urge 
the Congress to make this a first order of business in Janu- 
ary 1977. I will also urge the new Congress to enact pro- 
posals that I submitted early this year to provide older 


Americans with protection against the devastating finan- 
cial aspects of extended illness. 

Another area of great concern to older Americans is 
the special threat to their well-being posed by crime. Our 
older citizens have earned the right to live securely and 
to walk the streets without fear. That is why I was particu- 
larly gratified by a provision in the Crime Control Act, 
which I recently signed. This new provision requires that 
State crime control plans deal specifically and very firmly 
with the criminal attacks which are made against our 
senior citizens. 

All Americans can count on the administration and 
the Federal Council on Aging to continue to see that these 
and many other issues which particularly concern our 
older citizens are met head-on. 

I look forward with great confidence to the leadership 
of Ms. Adkins, Mr. Martin, Monsignor Fahey, Mr. Win- 
ston, Mrs. Devereux, and Mr. Holland. They will provide 
outstanding leadership in the months and years ahead. 

And now, Justice Stevens, will you please swear in 
these distinguished members of the Federal Council on 
Aging? 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 

Following the President’s remarks, John Paul Stevens, Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court, administered the oath of office to 
Mrs. John William Devereux, Msgr. Charles J. Fahey, John B. 
Martin, Harry Holland, and Nat T. Winston, Jr. 


Nobel Prize Winners 


Statement by the President on Americans Winning 
Every Nobel Prize for 1976. October 21, 1976 


I know that all Americans are truly proud today know- 
ing that our fellow countrymen have won every Nobel 
Prize for 1976. 

If there is a world Olympics in the arts and sciences, it 
is the Nobel Prize. In competitive sports terms, it might 
be said that in 1976 Americans have swept the field in a 
way no other country has ever done before. 

The credit belongs, of course, to the individuals whose 
talents and dedication have won this magnificent distinc- 
tion. But let us never forget our belief—expressed so well 
in the Declaration of Independence—that only in a free 
society could the God-endowed talents of individuals find 
complete fulfillment. 


How happy our Founding Fathers would be at these 
achievements! How elated Benjamin Franklin would have 
been with the scientific awards. How grateful John Adams 
would have been with the awards in economics and in 
literature. 
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And finally, how pleased Thomas Jefferson would 
have been with this finest possible Bicentennial birthday 
gift for a land devoted to freedom and opportunity. 


Noise Standards for 
Commercial Aircraft 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. October 21, 1976 


Tue Preswent. I do have a short statement that I would 
like to read. 

I am delighted to be here with Senator Buckley, Con- 
gressman Wydler, and Congressman Lent. 

Let me proceed. 

As you can see, Kennedy International Airport is one 
of the Nation’s finest airports. As you can hear, Kennedy 
is also one of the Nation’s noisiest airports. It is one of the 
26 major U.S. airports that have serious noise pollution 
problems. 

Seven years ago, the Nation decided to cut in half the 
decided noise of jet aircraft. For the last 2 years, all new 
jet planes have met these standards. The biggest part of 
the airport noise problem, here at Kennedy and else- 
where, is caused by 1,550 older planes which fail to 
meet—and are not now required to meet—proper noise 
standards. 

Therefore, today, I am instructing the Administrator 
of the Federal Aviation Administration, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Transportation, to extend current 
noise standards to all domestic U.S. commercial aircraft. 
These standards will become effective January 1, 1977, 
and will be phased in over the next 8 years. 

We will also begin immediately the necessary steps to 
make certain that all international airlines flying into the 
United States meet these standards. 

You understand what I mean. 

One reason U.S. commercial airlines have been unable 
to meet FAA noise standards is that some airlines could 
not afford to, because of the outmoded regulatory ap- 
proach of the Civil Aeronautics Board. 

A year ago, I proposed aviation regulatory reform to 
make airline service more competitive and thereby im- 
prove service to passengers, reduce fares, and strengthen 
the financial condition of the airline. Congress refused to 
pass that legislation, which would have made it possible 
for the airlines to modify or to replace their noisy jet 
aircraft. 

I am now putting Congress on notice that I will not 
accept its failure to act. I want the Members of Congress 


to know that aviation regulatory reform will be on their 
doorstep when they convene in January 1977. 

In the interest of the airline passenger and the airline 
industry, it is imperative that Congress act on this reform 
within 90 days after the opening of the next session of the 
Congress. 

I am also directing Secretary of Transportation Cole- 
man to begin public hearings promptly to consider 
whether further financing arrangements may be necessary 
to ensure that all U.S. air carriers can meet the noise 
standards on time. 

Solving the airport noise problem is an environmental 
imperative for the millions of Americans, estimated at 
about 6 million throughout the country, who live in the 
neighborhoods around our major airports. 

With the steps I am announcing today, we will be able 
to quiet our Nation’s skies, conserve vast amounts of 
energy, and improve the quality of life for many millions 
of Americans. 

Thank you very much. 

Reporter. Mr. President, does this mean the SST 
would be in any way excluded, if it is not now, from 
flying into this airport? 

THe Present. All airports where an SST would 
land will have to meet the noise standards prescribed by 
the Secretary of Transportation and by the FAA. 

Q. You said they would be phased in over a period of 
8 years, sir. What does that mean? Let’s say in January, 
will any of these old planes be able to meet these stand- 
ards by January or would the SST conceivably be? 

THE PresmENT. We put the noise standards in as of 
January 1, and there is a mandatory requirement that all 
new commercial aircraft must meet the standards as they 
are now. But in addition, we will provide through regu- 
latory reform the financing necessary so that the airlines 
will be able to procure more new aircraft faster that meet 
the newly imposed noise standards. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:31 p.m. at Kennedy International 
Airport in New York, N.Y. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Alfred E. Smith Memorial Dinner 


The President’s Remarks at the Annual Dinner in New 
York City. October 21,1976 


Your Eminence, I thank you very, very kindly for your 
very warm and exceedingly kind introduction. Members 
of the Smith family, Governor Carey, Senator Javits, Sen- 
ator Buckley, Mayor Beame, Mr. Silver, Dr. Rusk, dis- 
tinguished officials, guests, ladies and gentlemen: 
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Let me say first how busy it is, keeping running the 
country and the campaign at the same time. We seem to 
go from one place to another without pausing. Sometimes 
it gets confusing, but it is always nice to come back here 
to Philadelphia. [Laughter] I should say thank you and 
good night—[/aughter|—but you are not going to get off 
that easy. 

You know, one of the first speeches I made when I 
became Vice President-designate, in 1973, was here at the 
Alfred E. Smith Memorial Dinner. I got out a copy of 
that speech and read it. It was very short. I have in mind 
Al Smith’s famous political maxim, “Don’t speak until you 
have something to say.”’ He also had a favorite line with a 
surprisingly modern ring, “Never promise anything you 
are not perfectly sure you can deliver.” 

It is no wonder that so many politicians of both par- 
ties come here every year to pay tribute to Governor Al 
Smith’s memory. But the dinner also gives opposing candi- 
dates a chance to meet in good fellowship for a brief re- 
spite from the ardors of their campaign, and I sincerely 
regret that Governor Carter is not here yet. [Laughter] 

We are coming into the homestretch of this great cam- 
paign, and tomorrow is our last debate—only this one is 
going to be a little different from the others—Governor 
Carter is going to answer his questions, and I am going 
to question my answers. [Laughter] 

I do have a message for Governor Carter. It is about 
some new security measures we have taken. We just in- 
stalled a special lock on the front door of the White House. 
It is “Jimmy-proof.” [Laughter] 

I wish I had time to mention all of the distinguished 
Americans who are here this evening. Looking around 
this head table, I am not sure whether it is October at the 
Waldorf or Thanksgiving at Hugh Carey’s. [Laughter] 

Let me just say a word about your exiciting senatorial 
race right here in the great Empire State. Before the pro- 
gram, I asked Cardinal Cooke what significance he would 
attach to the fact that this year Jim Buckley and Pat 
Moynihan—two good Irish Catholics—are running for 
the United States Senate. Cardinal Cooke said it meant 
only one thing—God answers prayers. [Laughter] 

Tonight, rather than talking about what divides us, I 
would rather focus on what unites us: a deep belief in 
the Almighty, a deep belief in the dignity of human life, 
a deep belief in the morality of American leadership. 

Earlier this week, Cardinal Cooke dedicated a church 
on Staten Island which had been destroyed by fire only 
a few years ago, The people of that church had rallied and 
worked together to restore what they had originally created 
and so deeply believed in. 

Similarly, in the last 2 years, the American people have 
rallied. We have restored our belief in ourselves and in 
our system of government. During our great Bicentennial 
celebration this past July, we felt that renewed spirit. The 


sight of those Tall Ships from all over the world made 
every American stand taller. 

It is one thing to cite the problems that we have in 
America, to list our complaints and to note the frustra- 
tion over things that don’t work, the disillusionment with 
government that has grown so widespread. But we should 
do more. Our politics ought to mean more than noting 
a negative tone or negative mood in America and becom- 
ing its champion. Our politics ought to be able to capture 
the hope that there is in America and to find out how to 
nourish it in specific ways. 

There is a wide range of institutions in between, which 
can bridge the gulf between the person and the huge, im- 
personal institutions of modern life. These same institu- 
tions can solve problems which are beyond the power of 
men and women to meet as individuals and beyond the 
power of government to even understand. They are the 
communities which a free people freely formed—the com- 
munities of families, of neighborhoods, of friends; the 
communities of faith and charity. 

The Jewish-Christian tradition from which this great 
country emerged encouraged people to help other people 
in need, especially the stranger, the newcomer. Those of 
us who were called upon to serve a people born into that 
tradition do well to recognize the abundance of good will 
and neighborliness that characterizes such people. 

If we ask everything of government, as powerful as 
government in America is today, we soon may end up 
looking to government to set the standards for compassion 
and for care. We may soon forget that the highest stand- 
ards were already set for us—not on Capitol Hill, but 
long ago on two loftier peaks: on Sinai and the Mount 
of Olives. 

So, it has been a great honor, Your Eminence, to take 
part in this evening’s demonstration of how good and how 
great is the heart of this great city and how strong are 
the bonds of compassion and concern that unite us as 
Americans. 

Before I go, I note that among those absent tonight is 
one distinguished American who has brought his infec- 
tious good humor to many gatherings just like this one, 
one we can justly call the rightful heir in our time of 
Al Smith’s nickname, “The Happy Warrior.’”” My good 
friend and the good friend of many people here, Hubert 
Humphrey, is fighting another battle just tonight in Sloan- 
Kettering Hospital. He should know that he has our heart- 
felt prayers for a very speedy and complete recovery. We 
look forward to having him with us again next year, and 
I may dare say, that vote among us all is unanimous. 

Many years ago, I shared a banquet podium just like 
this with the then Vice President Hubert Humphrey. 
What I said then I say again to you, to all my supporters 
and to all Governor Carter’s supporters, and to Gover- 
nor Carter himself: As we head into the final days of 
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this great campaign, the things that unite us as Americans 
are far more enduring than the things that divide us. Let’s 
all remember that both Democrats and Republicans are 
striving together to create a more perfect union with 
liberty and justice for all. 

Our unwritten compact of respect for the convictions 
of others and faith in the tendency of others allows Ameri- 
cans the luxury of rugged political competition. Let’s all 
work to banish war from our shrinking world and hate 
from our expanding hearts, to make this whole planet as 
full of friendship and felicity as this room tonight. 

Thank you and good night. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 7:37 p.m. at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel. In his opening remarks he referred to Terence Cardinal 
Cooke, archbishop of New York, Governor Hugh Carey, Senator 
Jacob K. Javits and Senator James L. Buckley, of New York, 
Abraham Beame, mayor of New York City, Charles H. Silver, chair- 
man of the dinner, and Dr. Howard Rusk, chairman of the Alfred E. 
Smith Committee. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Veto of the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Bill 


The President’s Memorandum of Disapproval of S. 3553. 
Dated October 21,1976. Released October 22, 1976 


I am withholding my approval from S. 3553, the For- 
eign Sovereign Immunities Act of 1976, for technical 
reasons. 

In its haste to adjourn, the Congress passed identical 
Senate and House bills on this subject. At the time the 
Senate passed the House bill, H.R. 11315, it attempted 
to vacate its earlier passage of S. 3553 but was unable to 
do so because it had left the Senate’s jurisdiction. The 
House, unaware that the Senate had passed the House 
bill, also passed the Senate bill. 

In view of the Senate’s action in attempting to vacate 
its passage of S. 3553, there is doubt that S. 3553 has 
been properly enrolled, and therefore I am separately 
approving H.R. 11315 and must withhold my approval 
from S. 3553. 

GeraALp R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 21, 1976. 


Foreign Sovereign Immunities 


Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 11315 Into 
Law. October 22, 1976 


It is with great satisfaction that I announce that I have 
signed H.R. 11315, the Foreign Sovereign Immunities 
Act of 1976. This legislation, proposed by my adminis- 
tration, continues the longstanding commitment of the 
United States to seek a stable international order under 
the law. 

It has often been said that the development of an in- 
ternational legal order occurs only through small but 
carefully considered steps. The Foreign Sovereign Im- 
munities Act of 1976, which I sign today, is such a step. 

This legislation will enable American citizens and for- 
eign governments alike to ascertain when a foreign state 
can be sued in our courts. In this modern world where 
private citizens increasingly come into contact with for- 
eign government activities, it is important to know when 
the courts are available to redress legal grievances. 

This statute will also make it easier for our citizens and 
foreign governments to turn to the courts to resolve ordi- 
nary legal disputes. In this respect, the Foreign Sovereign 
Immunities Act carries forward a modern and enlight- 
ened trend in international law. And it makes this de- 
velopment in the law available to all American citizens. 


NOTE: As enacted, the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act of 1976 
(H.R. 11315) is Public Law 94-583, approved October 21, 1976. 


Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 2150 Into Law. 
October 22, 1976 


I have approved S. 2150, the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act of 1976. 

I believe this bill provides a workable program aimed 
at solving one of the highest priority environmental prob- 
lems confronting the Nation, the disposal of hazardous 
wastes. This legislation provides for State responsibility for 
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the control of hazardous wastes while at the same time 
assuring uniform national standards for the protection of 
public health and welfare. The legislation also provides 
sound State and local programs to deal with ever increas- 
ing amounts of municipal solid wastes generated in this 
country. 


These new controls over hazardous wastes will assure 
that such wastes are disposed of in a manner which is 
protective of public health and environmentally sound. 
The act directs the Federal Government through the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish cri- 
teria for identifying and listing of hazardous wastes; to 
promulgate standards for generators and transporters of 
hazardous wastes; and to establish permit requirements for 
the owners and operators of sites disposing such wastes. 
States are encouraged to issue these permits in lieu of the 
Federal Government. Civil and criminal penalties are 
provided to ensure compliance with the act. 


The legislation also provides for State and local devel- 
opment of methods for solid waste management which 
are environmentally sound and which will encourage the 
utilization of valuable resources and resource conservation. 
This will be accomplished through Federal financial and 
technical assistance to State and local communities for 
planning and implementing alternatives that address the 
management, intergovernmental, financial, and technical 
problems associated with the disposal of solid wastes. Fed- 
eral guidelines for State and regional planning will include 
information on solid waste management practices, re- 
source recovery measures, and guidance for the gradual 
elimination of open dumps. This latter provision is aimed 
at ensuring the protection of the quality of ground and 
surface waters from leachate and surface runoff contami- 
nation, and the protection of ambient air quality. 


Provision is also made in the act for EPA to conduct 
and encourage studies of resource recovery systems, fuel 
recovery from solid wastes, and solid waste reduction; the 
Administrator of EPA will serve as Chairman of a Re- 
source Conservation Committee which will study eco- 
nomic incentives and product charges; and EPA could 
enter into contracts with and provide financial assistance 
for full-scale demonstration facilities. 


Finally, the legislation recognizes that the real impedi- 
ments to local development of resource recovery facilities 
are not financial, but institutional and technical in nature. 
Its enactment will thus lead to greater encouragement 
of the market forces capable of generating demand for 
recovered materials. 

I believe this legislation is another step forward in 
improving the quality of the environment. 

Note: As enacted, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 


of 1976 (S. 2150) is Public Law 94-580, approved October 21, 
1976. 


United States Grain Standards 
Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 12572 Into 
Law. October 22, 1976 


I have signed into law H.R. 12572, the United States 
Grain Standards Act of 1976. This legislation fills a real 
need—a need to guarantee the integrity of our national 
grain inspection and weighing system so that both domes- 
tic and foreign buyers of United States grain can be as- 
sured of the quality and quantity of grain they purchase. 

Investigations conducted over the past 2 years by the 
Department of Agriculture, the FBI, the Justice Depart- 
ment, and by several committees of the Congress, have 
identified numerous irregularities and instances of mal- 
feasance in our grain inspection and weighing system. 

I have indicated on a number of occasions that we 
must not permit this intolerable behavior in the grain 
inspection and weighing system to continue. An open, 
honest, vigorous international export market for our 
American grain is vitally important to the Nation and our 
farmers. I have been committed to doing all that is neces- 
sary to ensure the confidence of our grain export custom- 
ers in the American grain trading system. 

During the past 2 years the Department of Agriculture 
has taken a number of administrative steps to strengthen 
its supervision of the grain inspection system, but it has 
been clear that legislative improvements are also needed. 
Consequently, my administration proposed legislative 
changes last year. This proposal and others have been 
carefully considered by Congress. The bill which I am 
signing today is the result of that deliberation. 

The permanent legislative reforms provided in H.R. 
12572, coupled with the administrative actions already 
undertaken by the Agriculture Department, will provide 
our Nation with an effective and honest system of grain 
inspection and weighing—one that is more responsive to 
the needs of both buyers and sellers of U.S. grain. 

Specifically, H.R. 12572 provides for (1) a system of 
Federal/State grain inspection at export locations, with 
provision for “grandfathering in” qualified State agencies 
in existence as of July 1, 1976; (2) a system of State/pri- 
vate grain inspection at inland locations under strength- 
ened Federal supervision, with authority for the Depart- 
ment to perform original inspections as needed; (3) a 
system of Federal /State official weighing and certification 
of weights of grain at export points—here again with 
authority to grandfather in those qualified State agencies 
in existence as of July 1, 1976. There would be Federal 
supervision of weighing at export, but the extent of super- 
vision at inland locations would be left to the discretion 
of the Department of Agriculture. 
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This new law provides for a cooperative approach be- 
tween Federal, State, and private inspection and weigh- 
ing agencies. Such an approach is far superior to earlier 
congressional proposals for total federalization of inspec- 
tion and weighing. It will provide more thorough inspec- 
tion at a lower cost to taxpayers. 

Other provisions of the bill I am signing—such as in- 
creased civil and criminal penalties, improved investiga- 
tory powers, and expanded overseas grain shipment moni- 
toring—will help the Department of Agriculture prevent 
grain inspection and weighing irregularities in the future. 

H.R. 12572 has one undesirable provision. To admin- 
ister the national grain inspection and weighing program, 
the bill provides for the creation of a separate service, 
the Federal Grain Inspection Service, within the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. I consider this addition to be un- 
necessary. Nevertheless, the critical need for this legisla- 
tive improvement outweighs my strong objections to this 
one provision. Without the strong grain inspection and 
weighing reform measures included in this bill, our whole 
international grain trade is jeopardized. 

I have with pleasure signed the grain standards act, 
thus ensuring continued confidence in our international 
grain trade system. 


Note: As enacted, the United States Grain Standards Act of 1976 
(H.R. 12572) is Public Law 94-582, approved October 21, 1976. 


Veterans Omnibus Health 
Care Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 2735 Into 
Law. October 22, 1976 


I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 2735, the Veterans 
Omnibus Health Care Act of 1976. 


H.R. 2735 significantly improves the scope of medical 
care services available to our Nation’s disabled veterans 
and their families. It expands the medical care available 
to veterans with 50 percent or more service-connected dis- 
abilities. It also makes available to the families of service- 
connected veterans a new program of mental health serv- 
ices in order to assure that the disabled veteran and his 
family can work as a group toward the veteran’s rehabili- 
tation and successful recovery. Other provisions of this 
bill will aid our aging veterans and the veteran population 
as a whole. 

The bill includes an important administration-spon- 
sored proposal—the one-year extension of the physician 
and dentist pay bonus to aid VA in the recruitment and 
retention of skilled medical personnel. Also included are 
a number of provisions which will assist VA in strengthen- 


ing and improving the administration of its medical care 
system. 

H.R. 2735 represents a constructive effort by the Con- 
gress and the administration to improve care for disabled 
veterans within the context of a responsive and a respon- 
sible medical program. It focuses on those veterans who 
are our top priority—the veterans with service-connected 
disabilities—and for whom the VA medical system was 
developed. 

I believe H.R. 2735 can aid the administration in con- 
tinuing to provide high quality medical care for our Na- 
tion’s veterans, and I am proud, therefore, to approve 
this bill. 


NoTE: As enacted, the Veterans Omnibus Health Care Act of 
1976 (H.R. 2735) is Public Law 94-581, approved October 21, 
1976. 


Exemption From Mandatory 
Retirement 


Executive Order 11942. October 22, 1976 


EXEMPTION OF ASHTON C. BARRETT FROM 
MANDATORY RETIREMENT 


Ashton C. Barrett, a member of the Federal Maritime 
Commission, will become subject to mandatory retire- 
ment because of age and service as of October 31, 1976, 
under the provisions of Section 8335 of Title 5 of the 
United States Code, unless exempted by Executive order. 

In my judgment, the public interest requires that 
Ashton C. Barrett be exempted from such mandatory 
retirement. 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by subsection (c) of Section 8335 of Title 5 of the 
United States Code, I hereby exempt Ashton C. Barrett 
from mandatory retirement until October 31, 1977. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 22, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:28 a.m., 
October 22, 1976] 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 


Volume 12—Number 43 





n- 
ed 
n- 
ho 
ed 
‘as 


n- 


la- 
ve 


21, 


ne 
e- 


ne 


at 


n., 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 1557 


by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 
October 15 

The President left the White House in the morning for 
a trip to Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri. 

Following his remarks at Fisher Theatre, Iowa State 
University, the President went by car to the farm of 
Marshall King, in Boone, Iowa, where he watched dem- 
onstrations of several farm operations, toured the facili- 
ties, and had lunch with the King family. 

After leaving the farm, the President went to the Iowa 
State College of Veterinary Medicine where, en route 
the main entrance, he was presented with the “Gentle 
Doctor” statue, the symbol of the college. Inside the Vet- 
erinary Medicine Building, the President participated in 
a question-and-answer session at an Iowa Farm Forum 
in the Lecture Room. He then went to the Pathology 
Conference Room and greeted State chairmen of the 
President Ford Committee Farmers for Ford Organiza- 
tion. Following a tour of the new Veterinary Medicine 
Building, the President left the college. 

October 16 

While on his whistlestop tour through Illinois, the 

President held several interviews with local reporters. 


Late in the evening, the President returned to the 
White House. 
October 18 

The President met at the White House with Anne L. 
Armstrong, U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom, to 
discuss the situation in southern Africa. 

The President met with a group of Republican Senators 
and Governors and campaign advisers in the Cabinet 
Room. 


October 19 


The President today announced the reappointment of 
two members of the Board of Directors of the Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue Development Corporation for a term of 


6 years, expiring October 26, 1982. They are Leonard A. 
Haft, of the District of Columbia, and Thomas F. Mur- 
phy, of Potomac, Md. 

The President announced the appointment of Joseph 
P. Tonelli, of Yonkers, N.Y., as a member of the Advisory 
Committee for Trade Negotiations for a term of 2 years. 


October 20 


The President met at the White House with Dr. Arthur 
F. Burns, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System. 

The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Pennsylvania as a result of severe storms and 
flooding beginning about October 8, 1976, which caused 
extensive public and private property damage. The Presi- 
dent’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief 
and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 


October 21 


The President met at the White House with Representa- 
tive Frank Horton, chairman, and other members of the 
Committee to Commemorate the American and Hun- 
garian Revolutions, 1776 and 1956. The committee is 
composed of members of various Hungarian organizations, 
including several former Freedom Fighters. 

Following his arrival in New York, the President met 
at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel with Senator James L. 
Buckley and a group of labor leaders. 


October 22 


The President left the White House at noon for a trip 
to Williamsburg, Va., the site of the third Presidential 
campaign debate. Prior to his departure, he greeted Noor 
Hussain, an 80-year-old Pakistani woodcarver, who came 
to the United States to present an ivory-inlaid rosewood 
coffee table to the President. After greeting Mr. Hussain 
in the Rose Garden, the President spoke to a gathering of 
members of the White House staff, the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, and the President Ford Committee, 
who had assembled on the South Grounds. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 15, 1976 


MED. BRB. B60 1G poi pisces Public Law 94-504 
An act to provide that qualified individuals 
may hear and determine claims for bene- 
fits under title IV of the Federal Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act of 1969, and to pro- 
vide for appeal to superior agency author- 
ity from any such determination. 

TEA GET itn cucentcuae Public Law 94-511 
An act to exempt from duty certain aircraft 
components and materials installed in air- 
craft previously exported from the United 
States where the aircraft is returned with- 
out having been advanced in value or im- 
proved in condition while abroad. 

ae. Wee Sid ie Public Law 94-512 
An act to name a portion of the site of the 
Anthony J. Celebrezze Federal Building in 
Cleveland, Ohio, the “George Washington 
Square’”’. 

ee Public Law 94-513 
An act to designate the new Federal build- 
ing in Albuquerque, New Mexico as the 
“Senator Dennis Chavez Federal Building”. 

BE, Pa sesuacaenenee Public Law 94-514 
An act relating to the deduction of interest 
on certain corporate indebtedness to ac- 
quire stock or assets of another corpora- 
tion 

ES. 12008... sas Public Law 94-506 
An act to designate the “Herman T. 
Schneebeli Federal Building”. 

SBS 2EOGL. 2 acieivseii Public Law 94-505 
An act to authorize conveyance of the in- 
terests of the United States in certain 
lands in Salt Lake County, Utah, to 
Shriners’ Hospitals for Crippled Children, 
a Colorado corporation. 

i ee ee ee Private Law 94-131 
An act for the relief of Dae Ho Park and 
Maria Park. 


TR ROMO s eit Private Law 94-132 
An act for the relief of Raul Eduardo 
Ringle. 

WR 108606. sk Public Law 94-507 


An act to designate the “Joe L. Evins Post 
Office and Federal Building’. 

ng eek Rl aie ae. Public Law 94-515 
An act to name the Federal office build- 
ing in Athens, Georgia, the “Robert G. 
Stephens, Jr. Federal Building”. 

BS RON. cicimiavaidud Public Law 94-517 
An act to amend the Emergency Livestock 
Credit Act of 1974. 

fk MC eee Public Law 94-508 
Supplemental Authorization Act for Mili- 
tary Construction on Guam. 

C&S Public Law 94-516 
An act to name the Federal office building 
in Bluefield, West Virginia, the “Elizabeth 
Kee Federal Building”. 

Nel EAS Ee A - Public Law 94-509 
An act to direct the Secretary of the In- 
terior to convey for fair market value, cer- 
tain lands to Valley County, Idaho. 


BG tshirts ete tale menchianeuiineass Public Law 94-502 
Veterans’ Education and Employment As- 
sistance Act of 1976. 


Dah iininmnilacensiebish nicks Public Law 94-510 
An act to designate the Federal office build- 
ing located in Dover, Delaware, as the 
“J. Allen Frear Building”. 


i cis tien ats anise Private Law 94-133 
An act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to convey to the city of Haines, 


ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved October 15, 1976—Continued 
Alaska, interests of the United States in 
certain lands. 


yh lahat, Oe Public Law 94-503 
Crime Control Act of 1976. 
ee Sa Private Law 94-134 


An act for the relief of Marciano Santiago 
and his wife, Eleanor L. Santiago. 

Se Private Law 94-135 
An act for the relief of Doctor Oscar J. 
Briseno. 

tiga le Geeks ae Private Law 94-136 
An act for the relief of Doctor Juan Bau- 
tista Lopez Ruiz. 


Approved October 17, 1976 


fGen Public Law 94-523 
An act to extend the provisions of title 
XII of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, re- 
lating to war risk insurance, for an addi- 
tional three years, ending September 7, 
1978. 

8 ERLE 2 eee Public Law 94-528 
An act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 to provide for a distribution 
deduction for certain cemetery perpetual 
care funds, to modify the effective dates 
of certain provision of the Tax Reform Act 
of 1976, and for other purposes. 

REM: 30Gb csdeckcss--.-- Public Law 94-524 
Presidential Protection Assistance Act of 
1976. 

ES SS ee Public Law 94-525 
An act to amend title 18 and title 39 of the 
United States Code to make parallel the 
exemption from lottery prohibitions 
granted to newspapers and to radio and 
television. 

A I Private Law 94-137 
An act for the relief of Mrs. Helen Wolski, 
Michael Wolski, and Steven Wolski. 

ee Public Law 94-529 
An act to amend section 5051 of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1954 (relating to 
the Federal excise tax on beer). 

ee Public Law 94-530 
An act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 to exempt certain aircraft mu- 
seums from Federal fuel taxes and the 
Federal tax on the use of civil aircraft, and 
for other purposes. 

ee See ee Public Law 94-526 
An act to amend the act establishing a 
code of law for the District of Columbia to 
prohibit the unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle obtained under a written rental or 
other agreement. 

Ws SEU eTctkaneeewenas Public Law 94-521 
An act to amend title 13, United States 
Code, to provide for a mid-decade census 
of population, and for other purposes. 

eR eee Public Law 94-536 
An act to permit the steamship United 
States to be used as a floating hotel, and 
for other purposes. 

= RE VERPECE OSs eee Public Law 94-535 
An act to extend until November 1, 1983, 
the existing exemption of the steamboat 
Delta Queen from certain vessel laws. 


SO eee Public Law 94-531 
An act to amend the Federal Boat Safety 
Act of 1971. 

E.R. 18615_-._..-.- Raised Public Law 94-522 
An act to amend the Central Intelligence 
Agency Retirement Act of 1964 for Certain 
Employees, as amended, and for other 
purposes. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved October 17, 1976—Continued 

TER... 19006s co ice ne wn ns Private Law 94~138 
An act for the relief of Jeanette Green, as 
mother of the minor child, Ricky Baker, 
deceased, and as widow and administratrix 
of the estate of Enoch Odell Baker, de- 
ceased; and for the relief of Mary Jane 
Baker Nolan, individually, and as widow 
and administratrix, of the estate of John 
William Baker, deceased. 

MM 246007. 2... 225-5 Private Law 94-139 
An act to direct the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to release a condition with respect to 
certain real property conveyed by the 
United States to the board of regents of 
the universities and State colleges of Ari- 
zona for the use of the University of 
Arizona. 

8 | ae eee re Public Law 94-519 
An act to amend the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949 to per- 
mit the donation of Federal surplus per- 
sonal property to the States and local or- 
ganizations for public purposes, and for 
other purposes. 

pT Sty, ee Public Law 94-533 
An act to amend the District of Columbia 
Police and Firemen’s Salary Act of 1958 to 
provide for the same cost-of-living adjust- 
ments in the basic compensation of officers 
and members of the United States Park 
Police Force as are given to Federal em- 
ployees under the General Schedule and 
to require submittal of a report on the 
feasibility and desirability of codifying the 
laws relating to the United States Park 
Police Force. 

ee Public Law 94-532 
Whale Conservation and Protection Study 
Act. 

BR... 16618. Kc ccsncosesue Public Law 94-534 
An act to amend the act of June 3, 1976, 
relating to the Commission on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 

kin thastagietnnnedts Public Law 94-518 
An act to authorize the study of certain 
areas by the Secretaries of Agriculture and 
the Interior. 

a hen Public Law 94-527 
An act to amend the National Trails Sys- 
tem Act (82 Stat. 919), and for other pur- 
poses. 

DE oct aakeuchaose Private Law 94-140 
An act to eliminate a restriction on use 
of certain lands conveyed to the city of 
Yakutat, Alaska. 

DG citcnnicancsnunce Public Law 94-520 
An act to amend title 28 of the United 
States Code to provide that full-time 
United States magistrates shall receive the 
same compensation as full-time referees 
in bankruptcy and to adjust the salary 
of part-time magistrates. 

Oo Gv ccctndeannnnsowas Private Law 94-141 
An act for the relief of Song Chan Ki. 


Approved October 18, 1976 

J. Res. 1107.......-.... Public Law 94-551 
An act to provide for the printing and dis- 
tribution of the Precedents of the House 
of Representatives compiled and prepared 
by Lewis Deschler. 

Bet) Ge kkdinn@nkeaenenne Public Law 94-548 
An act to extend the boundary of the Tini- 
cum National Environmental Center, and 
for other purposes. 

SS Seer Public Law 94-544 
An act to designate certain lands in the 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved October 18, 1976—Continued 
Point Reyes National Seashore, California, 
as wilderness, amending the Act of Sep- 
tember 13, 1962 (76 Stat. 538), as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 459c-6a), and for other pur- 
poses. 


mim. 13466..........-.-<-- Public Law 94-549 
An act to amend the act establishing the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore to pro- 
vide for the expansion of the lakeshore, 
and for other purposes. 


fee: 13980T so 2s Public Law 94-545 
An act to authorize the establishment of 
the Congaree Swamp National Monument 
in the State of South Carolina, and for 
other purposes. 


im 80000. ccs cceeesl Public Law 94-546 
An act to amend certain laws affecting per- 
sonnel of the Coast Guard, and for other 
purposes. 


By SEE nes wecnccammames Public Law 94-552 
An act to amend the Social Security Act to 
repeal the requirement that a State’s plan 
for medical assistance under title XIX of 
such Act include a provision giving consent 
of the State to certain suits brought with 
respect to payment for inpatient hospital 
services. 


i ee Public Law 94-547 
An act to amend the Railroad Retirement 
Act of 1974 with respect to the computa- 
tion of annuity amounts in certain cases, 
and for other purposes. 


| Public Law 94-550 
An act to permit the use of unsworn dec- 
laration under penalty of perjury as 
evidence in Federal proceedings. 


ee ET me Public Law 94-541 
An act to amend the Public Buildings Act 
of 1959 in order to preserve buildings of 
historical or architectural significance 
through their use for Federal public build- 
ing purposes, and to amend the Act of 
August 12, 1968, relating to the accessi- 
bility of certain buildings to the physically 
handicapped. 


Ila 6 xcasseaca dns csimite Reva Public Law 94-540 
An act to provide for the disposition of 
funds appropriated to pay a judgment in 
favor of the Grand River Band of Ottawa 
Indians in Indian Claims Commission 
docket numbered 40-K, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Eee ree Public Law 94-539 
An act to authorize the establishment of 
the Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site, 
and for other purposes. 


SERS OE Public Law 94-538 
An act to provide that the lake formed by 
the lock and dam referred to as the “Jones 
Bluff lock and dam” on the Alabama River, 
Alabama, shall hereafter be known as the 
R. E. “Bob” Woodruff Lake. 


Sa Public Law 94-543 
An act designating Ozark Lock and Dam 
on the Arkansas River as the “Ozark-Jeta 
Taylor Lock and Dam”. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved October 18, 1976—Continued 

BD, Welehs cn anne ne sencen’ Public Law 94-537 
An act to authorize the obligation and ex- 
penditure of funds to implement for fiscal 
year 1977 the provisions of the Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation between the 
United States and Spain, signed at Madrid 
on January 24, 1976, and for other pur- 


pos 

ee ee Public Law 94-542 
An act to amend the International Claims 
Settlement Act of 1949 to provide for the 
determination of the validity and amounts 
of claims of nationals of the United States 
against the German Democratic Republic. 


Approved October 19, 1976 


pe a Public Law 94-561 
An act to upgrade the position of Under 
Secretary of Agriculture to Deputy Secre- 
tary of Agriculture; to provide for an ad- 
ditional Assistant Secretary of Agricul- 
ture; to increase the compensation of cer- 
tain officials of the Department of Agricul- 
ture; to provide for an additional member 
of the Board of Directors, Commodity 
Credit Corporation; and for other purposes. 

TE Le vewticaseseccin Public Law 94-560 
An act to continue until the close of June 
30, 1979, the existing suspension of duties 
on manganese ore (including ferruginous 
ore) and related products. 

8 SO eae Public Law 94-564 
An act to provide for amendment of the 
Bretton Woods Agreements Act, and for 
other purposes. 

WR. BOGE Gn cceapwnenns Public Law 94-563 
An act to amend chapter 21 of the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1954 and title II of 
the Social Security Act to provide that the 
payment of social security taxes by a non- 
profit organization with respect to its em- 
ployees shall constitute (for both tax and 
benefit purposes) a constructive filing by 
such organization of the certificate other- 
wise required to provide social security cov- 
erage for such employees if it has not re- 
ceived a refund or credit of such taxes, and 
to require the filing of such a certificate 
by any nonprofit organization which paid 
such taxes but received a refund or credit 
because it had not previously filed such 
certificate. 


i Wot coca can ese Public Law 94-554 
Judicial Survivors’ Annuities Reform Act. 
AN ttc hckeperectcnivcunjabrtianetans Public Law 94-553 


An act for the general revision of the Copy- 
right Law, title 17 of the United States 
Code, and for other purposes. 

Oe Se Se SR Public Law 94-556 
An act to provide for the recognition of the 
States of Alaska and Hawaii at the Lincoln 
National Memorial, and for other purposes. 

@. 30 he cen dee Public Law 94-557 
An act to designate certain lands as wilder- 
ness. 

©. Sa. ocisticceottiinedt Public Law 94-559 
The Civil Rights Attorney’s Fees Awards 
Act of 1976. 

Gets nica tnnneos Public Law 94-562 
Arthritis, Diabetes, and Digestive Disease 
Amendments of 1976. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 
Approved October 19, 1976—Continued 


Gh, We aetats dasneuradae Public Law 94-555 
Rail Transportation Improvement Act. 
i, See nipsentnsinintiiniiedpavtecivel dts Public Law 94-558 


An act to amend the Federal Water Pol- 
lution Control Act, as amended. 


Approved October 20, 1976 


Fe AOR nnn cased. Public Law 94-568 
An act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 with respect to the tax 
treatment of social clubs and certain 
other membership organizations, to pro- 
vide for a study of tax incentives for re- 
cycling, and for other purposes. 

WR: FOG <5 da diinasoneic Public Law 94-569 
An act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 to permit the authorization 
of means other than stamp on containers 
of distilled spirits as evidence of tax pay- 
ment, to provide an extension of certain 
provisions relating to members of the 
Armed Forces missing in action, and for 
other purpuses. 


8 Ss eee Public Law 94-565 
An act to provide for certain payments to 
be made to local governments by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior based upon the 
amount of certain public lands within the 
boundaries of such locality. 


TEL. 2061G@.. o£ wnccccncs Public Law 94-566 


Unemployment Compensation Amend- 
ments of 1976. 

pot) ee ees Public Law 94-570 
Rural Electrification Administration 
Technical Amendments Act of 1976. 

TE: 201k hin citnntinn Public Law 94-567 


An act to designate certain lands within 
units of the National Park System as wil- 
derness; to revise the boundaries of certain 
of those units; and for other purposes. 


WE AAR cctitnnnncscne Public Law 94-571 
Immigration and Nationality Act Amend- 
ments of 1976. 


Approved October 21, 1976 


| eee Public Law 94-572 
An act to amend title 14, United States 
Code, to provide for the nondiscriminatory 
appointment of cadets to the United States 
Coast Guard Academy. 


SE tn acccunbeeess Public Law 94-575 
Federal Records Management Amendments 
of 1976. 

TEs 100i. Ks tiieas.ns Public Law 94-576 
An act to amend the Act of July 9, 1965 
(79 Stat. 213; 16 U.S.C. 4601-17(c)), and 
for other purposes. 

i Tlie emkdtnueeoundnes Public Law 94-574 
An act to amend chapter 7, title 5, United 
States Code, with respect to procedure for 
judicial review of certain administrative 
agency action, and for other purposes. 

Dh Behan ncintiaemmnnene Public Law 94-577 
An act to improve judicial machinery by 
further defining the jurisdiction of United 
States magistrates, and for other purposes. 

ES Leases Public Law 94-573 
Emergency Medical Services Amendments 
of 1976. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 
Approved October 21, 1976—Continued 


i aes Public Law 94-581 
Veterans Omnibus Health Care Act of 1976. 
SE, Ss cnohee acedideonarmipimer Public Law 94-584 


An act to provide for the establishment of 
constitutions for the Virgin Islands and 
Guam. 

TEE, Fi iensikasanscnecn Public Law 94-583 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act of 1976. 

ee Sees Public Law 94-582 
United States Grain Standards Act of 1976. 

ELE, SR eccochennss=0% Public Law 94-585 
An act to amend the Social Security Act 
with respect to food stamp purchases by 
welfare recipients. 

eg Riga Serta Public Law 94-578 
An act to provide for increases in appro- 
priation ceilings and boundary changes in 
certain units of the National Park System, 
and for other purposes. 

OO eae Public Law 94-579 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
of 1976. 

S. 2150_.-...---..-......Public Law 94-580 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
of 1976. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Friday, October 1, 1976, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
95th Congress will begin on Tuesday, Janu- 
ary 4, 1977. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released October 18, 1976 
Fact sheet: on the National Medal of Science 


Released October 19, 1976 


Fact sheet: on transfers of Federal property 
under the Legacy of Parks program 


Released October 21, 1976 


Fact sheet: on the Interim Report of the 
President’s Committee on Urban Develop- 
ment and Neighborhood Revitalization 

Statement by the President: on noise stand- 
ards for commercial aircraft (as read at 
John F. Kennedy International Airport in 
New York, N.Y.) 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left the White House at noon on Friday, 
October 22, for a trip to Williamsburg, Va., to take part 
in the third Presidential campaign debate. Releases issued 
subsequent to his departure will be printed next week. 
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